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13.6 NOTICE OF MOTION - RURAL BANKING OPTIONS (WEE WAA) 

Attachments: Nil 

I, Councillor Maxine Booby, give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council be held on 27 
July 2021, I intend to move the following motion: 

MOTION 

1. That Council notes that:

a. Bank branch and ATM closures are leaving many communities without access to
financial services, especially in regional Australia.

b. Since 1975 the number of bank branches in regional Australia has fallen by more
than 60 per cent, and there are more than 1,500 communities across Australia
with no bank branches at all.

c. A large proportion of the population, including the elderly, disabled, small
businesses and local schools and charities, will always have a need for face-to-
face financial services despite advances in technology.

d. For hundreds of communities, their only access to ash and financial services is
through Bank@Post at their community Post Office.

e. Bank@Post is an essential service to all communities, but is vulnerable to
commercial decision-making by the banks, which can choose to withdraw their
participation.

2. That Council calls on the Commonwealth Parliament to pass the Commonwealth Postal
Savings Bank Bill to establish a post office people’s bank, fully guaranteed by the
Commonwealth, as a dedicated postal savings bank, operating exclusively through
Australia Post’s corporate and licensed post offices, which will ensure basic banking
services—including deposit-taking, business and personal lending, and access to cash—
are available to all Australians, and will contribute to Australia’s national economic
development.

RATIONALE 

As Councillors would be aware Wee Waa has recently lost both banks and their services. 

This has disadvantaged many people and businesses and charity groups in town.  Businesses have had to 
allow an employee to travel to Narrabri to do business banking. This involves 1-2 hours of lost time. 
Businesses need to bank daily takings and or access cash to service customers in their shopping. Not everyone 
uses eftpos cards. 

Charities do not have local access for cash for functions and these functions run on cash, ie: raffles, street 
stalls, Christmas carnival etc.   A Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank would ensure these services that are 
so important to the smooth functioning of a community. 

The present arrangement between the National Australia Bank and Commonwealth Banks can change at 
the banks’ whim. Already charges for transactions have increased to $4.50.  

( Narrabri Shire Council )
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The situation in Wee Waa is exacerbated by the removal of the town’s ATM. Eftpos is available for limited 
cash at IGA and the Bowling Club if you are a member. When the internet went down last week for 3 days 
people could not access their money and businesses could not service cards or cash outs. 

A Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank (CPSB) would permanently secure the financial viability of Australia 
Post and the LPOs, based on a legislated agreement with Australia Post that guarantees the LPOs share the 
revenue - their income will not be at the mercy of the private banks deciding whether or not to renew their 
Bank@Post deals. 

It would guarantee financial services for all Australians. The private banks have abandoned small towns in 
regional Australia and low-income suburbs, but they all have post offices, through which they will be able to 
bank with CPSB. 

It would guarantee bank deposits. The CPSB will be a public bank, owned by the government, which will 
guarantee all deposits, so Australians who bank at the postal bank will know they won’t lose their savings in 
a financial crisis or deposit “bail in”. 

There would be no “de-banking”. As a public bank the CPSB will not be allowed to discriminate by de-banking 
lawful businesses. 

It would support cash payments. The private banks are trying to do away with cash, which would be a 
disaster. The CPSB would allow people to always access cash. 

I commend this Notice of Motion to Council. 

EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT COMMENT 

It should be noted that the above motion is a template motion drafted by the Australian Citizens Party. 

https://citizensparty.org.au/media-releases/unite-australia-support-commonwealth-postal-savings-bank 

( Narrabri Shire Council )

https://citizensparty.org.au/media-releases/unite-australia-support-commonwealth-postal-savings-bank
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13.6 NOTICE OF MOTION - RURAL BANKING OPTIONS (WEE WAA) 

MINUTE  131/2021 

Moved: Cr Maxine Booby Seconded: Cr Ron Campey 

1. That Council notes that:

a. Bank branch and ATM closures are leaving many communities without access to
financial services, especially in regional Australia.

b. Since 1975 the number of bank branches in regional Australia has fallen by more
than 60 per cent, and there are more than 1,500 communities across Australia
with no bank branches at all.

c. A large proportion of the population, including the elderly, disabled, small
businesses and local schools and charities, will always have a need for face-to-
face financial services despite advances in technology.

d. For hundreds of communities, their only access to ash and financial services is
through Bank@Post at their community Post Office.

e. Bank@Post is an essential service to all communities, but is vulnerable to
commercial decision-making by the banks, which can choose to withdraw their
participation.

2. That Council calls on the Commonwealth Parliament to pass the Commonwealth Postal
Savings Bank Bill to establish a post office people’s bank, fully guaranteed by the
Commonwealth, as a dedicated postal savings bank, operating exclusively through
Australia Post’s corporate and licensed post offices, which will ensure basic banking
services—including deposit-taking, business and personal lending, and access to cash—
are available to all Australians, and will contribute to Australia’s national economic
development.

3. That Council write to the Local State and Federal Members of Parliament, to inform them
of Councils desire to support the passage of the Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank Bill
through Parliament.

In Favour: Crs Ron Campbell, Maxine Booby, Ron Campey, Lloyd Finlay and Robert Kneale 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 5/0 

At 2:24 pm, Cr Catherine Redding returned to the meeting. 

( Narrabri Shire Council )
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12.1.7 POSTAL SAVINGS BANK 

Date: 22 July 2021 
Author: Thomas Upton – Chief Executive Officer 
File ID: 
Letter ID: 
Attachment: Doc. 1639582 
Minute No: OM005068 

Resolution:   

Council resolves that: 

1. The reduction in bank branches has reduced access to banking and financial services
in rural communities.

2. Access to banking services through existing commercial arrangements between banks
and Australia Post do not offer long term security of access to services in rural
communities.

3. Banana Shire Council supports the establishment by the Commonwealth, of a
Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank as the more reliable and secure way to ensure
continued access to banking services for rural communities.

Moved: Cr Pender Seconded: Cr  Leo Carried 

Report 

Attached to this report is correspondence from the Australian Citizens Party including draft legislation 
to establish a Postal Savings Bank in Australia. The Australian Citizens Party is seeking Council 
support for the establishment of the Postal Savings Bank.  

Councillors would be well aware of the withdrawal of banking services across Australia over the last 
30 years and how the adverse effect of this has been disproportionately felt by small rural 
communities.  

Three commercial banks currently banking have banking service arrangements with Australia Post 
(National Australia Bank, Commonwealth Bank and Westpac Bank). The National Australia Bank and 
Commonwealth Bank have agreements extending through to 2030 with Westpac Bank currently 
negotiating longer term arrangements with Australia Post.   

The existing commercial arrangements between the major banks and Australia Post does not offer 
the same level of security of access to banking services as government mandated services such as 
that proposed by the proponents of the Postal Savings Bank.  

Council endorsement of the proposal is recommended. 

Executive Service General Business 

Mayor Ferrier provided an update on Central Queensland Beef Corridors and a discussion followed. 

Cr Pender raised the matter of Shovel Ready Projects with the CEO and a discussion followed.  

( Banana Shire Council )



O r d i n a r y  M e e t i n g  o f  C o u n c i l  M i n u t e s
T h u r s d a y ,  1 8  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 1

9.1 Officers Report – Chief Executive Officer 

9.1.3     National Postal Saving Bank 

File Reference              1.3.5.12 
Disclosure of Interest  None  
Voting Requirements  Simple Majority 
Attachments  Email Correspondence from Melissa Harrison 

Purpose of Report 

To present to Council a request from the Australian Citizens Party regarding the establishment 
of a national Postal Savings Bank. 

Background 

As discussed at the October Councillor Discussion Session, Councillors received an email from 
a Melissa Harrison, who introducers herself as a researcher and reporter for the Australian Alert 
Service, the weekly magazine of the Australian Citizens Party. 

The correspondence (attached) speaks about the “steady erosion of banking services in regional 
and rural Australia”, and details the following: 

Access to local banking services is critical in our regional communities. With the banks 
pulling out of regional Australia at a record pace, the public is increasingly relying on 
Australia Post to provide banking services. However, Australia Post is too vulnerable 
to the whims of the government of the day and commercial decisions from the Big Four 
banks….. 
…Alarmingly, there are no written guarantees that the banking deal with the Licensed 
Post Offices will continue. The LPOs are vulnerable to the banks pulling out 
unexpectedly, leaving them where they were before the Bank@Post deal—on the edge 
of bankruptcy and being exploited by the government and the banks. The big banks are 
already throwing their weight around by charging exorbitant fees for their customers 
who want to bank through Australia Post. Without the banking services provided by 
Australia Post, many parts of regional Australia would not have access to banking at 
all. 

We are calling on local councils and organisations to ask them to join us in fighting for 
federal legislation to create a Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank. A public postal 
savings bank will guarantee banking services at Australia Post, and support the 
Licensed Post Offices to provide financial services for regional and rural Australians.  
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O r d i n a r y  M e e t i n g  o f  C o u n c i l  M i n u t e s
T h u r s d a y ,  1 8  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 1

We have drafted legislation for a public postal bank, the Commonwealth Postal Savings 
Bank Bill 2021. 

Councillors sought to have the matter referred to the November Council meeting for a 
determination. 

Comment 

The correspondence seeks Councils to support the bill, and provided a suggested resolution as 
follows; 

1. The Council notes that:
• Bank branch and ATM closures are leaving many communities without access to

financial services, especially in regional Australia;
• Since 1975 the number of bank branches in regional Australia has fallen by more

than 60 per cent, and there are more than 1,500 communities across Australia with
no bank branches at all;

• A large proportion of the population, including the elderly, disabled, small
businesses, and local schools and charities, will always have a need for face-to-face
financial services, despite advances in technology;

• For hundreds of communities, their only access to cash and financial services is
through Bank@Post at their local post office;

• Bank@Post is an essential service to all communities, but is vulnerable to commercial
decision-making by the banks, which can choose to withdraw their participation, and
charge excessive fees on transactions;

• With four major banks controlling 80 per cent of the financial system, Australian
consumers suffer from a lack of real banking competition;

2. The Council calls on the Commonwealth Parliament to pass the Commonwealth
Postal Savings Bank Bill to establish a post office people’s bank, fully guaranteed by the
Commonwealth, as a dedicated postal savings bank, operating exclusively through Australia
Post’s corporate and licensed post offices, which will ensure basic banking services—
including deposit-taking, business and personal lending, and access to cash—are available
to all Australians, and will contribute to Australia’s national economic development.

3. The Council will write to the Local State and Federal Members of Parliament, to
inform them of Councils desire to support the passage of the Commonwealth Postal Savings
Bank Bill through Parliament. .

The Yilgarn district has lost two banks in the last few years and the community, including the 
Shire, are reliant on the local Australia Post outlet, or must travel over 200km round trip  for 
depositing and in person banking needs. 

As requested by Council, the resolution has been provided for their consideration. 
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O r d i n a r y  M e e t i n g  o f  C o u n c i l  M i n u t e s
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Statutory Environment 

Nil. 

Strategic Implications 

Nil. 

Policy Implications 

Nil. 

Financial Implications 

Nil. 

Risk Implications 

Risk Category Description Rating 
(Consequence x 
Likelihood 

Mitigation Action 

Health/People Nil Nil Nil 
Financial Impact Nil Nil 
Service 
Interruption 

Nil Nil Nil 

Compliance Nil Nil Nil 
Reputational Nil Nil Nil 
Property Nil Nil Nil 
Environment Nil Nil Nil 

Risk Matrix 

Consequence 

Likelihood 

Insignificant Minor Moderate Major Catastrophic 

1 2 3 4 5 

Almost 
Certain 5 Moderate (5) High (10) High (15) Extreme 

(20) Extreme (25) 

Likely 4 Low (4) Moderate 
(8) High (12) High (16) Extreme (20) 

Possible 3 Low (3) Moderate 
(6) 

Moderate 
(9) High (12) High (15) 

Unlikely 2 Low (2) Low (4) Moderate 
(6) 

Moderate 
(8) High (10) 
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O r d i n a r y  M e e t i n g  o f  C o u n c i l  M i n u t e s
T h u r s d a y ,  1 8  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 1

Risk Matrix 

Consequence 

Likelihood 

Insignificant Minor Moderate Major Catastrophic 

1 2 3 4 5 

Rare 1 Low (1) Low (2) Low (3) Low (4) Moderate (5) 

Officer Recommendation and Council Decision 

209/2021 
Moved Cr Close Seconded Cr Nolan 
1. The Council notes that:

• Bank branch and ATM closures are leaving many communities without access to
financial services, especially in regional Australia;

• Since 1975 the number of bank branches in regional Australia has fallen by more
than 60 per cent, and there are more than 1,500 communities across Australia with
no bank branches at all;

• A large proportion of the population, including the elderly, disabled, small
businesses, and local schools and charities, will always have a need for face-to-face
financial services, despite advances in technology;

• For hundreds of communities, their only access to cash and financial services is
through Bank@Post at their local post office;

• Bank@Post is an essential service to all communities, but is vulnerable to commercial
decision-making by the banks, which can choose to withdraw their participation, and
charge excessive fees on transactions;

• With four major banks controlling 80 per cent of the financial system, Australian
consumers suffer from a lack of real banking competition;

2. The Council calls on the Commonwealth Parliament to pass the Commonwealth
Postal Savings Bank Bill to establish a post office people’s bank, fully guaranteed by the
Commonwealth, as a dedicated postal savings bank, operating exclusively through Australia
Post’s corporate and licensed post offices, which will ensure basic banking services—
including deposit-taking, business and personal lending, and access to cash—are available
to all Australians, and will contribute to Australia’s national economic development.

3. The Council will write to the Local State and Federal Members of Parliament, to
inform them of Councils desire to support the passage of the Commonwealth Postal
Savings Bank Bill through Parliament. .

CARRIED (5/0) 
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From: Melissa Harrison <melissah@citizensparty.org.au>
Date: 15 September 2021 at 4:05:36 pm AWST
To: Cr Wayne Della Bosca <cr_wdellabosca@yilgarn.wa.gov.au>
Cc: Cr Suzy Shaw <Cr_Shaw@yilgarn.wa.gov.au>, Cr Gary Guerini
<cr_guerini@yilgarn.wa.gov.au>, Cr Phil Nolan
<cr_nolan@yilgarn.wa.gov.au>, Cr Jodie Cobden
<cr_cobden@yilgarn.wa.gov.au>, Cr Linda Rose
<cr_rose@yilgarn.wa.gov.au>
Subject: Att Councillors: In regards to a Postal Savings Bank


Dear Councillors, 

My name is Melissa Harrison. I am a researcher and reporter for the Australian
Alert Service, the weekly magazine of the Australian Citizens Party. I’m writing to
you because we are part of a grassroots campaign which is fighting for the
establishment of a national Postal Savings Bank.

I am writing to local councils in Western Australia which have been impacted by
the steady erosion of banking services in regional and rural Australia. Research by
independent journalist Dale Webster has documented that since 1975, Australia’s
regional banking footprint has dwindled alarmingly, to a total loss of 60 per cent of
the network. [1] The banking regulator, the Australian Prudential Regulation
Authority (APRA), is shielding the big banks from the ire of the public by
publishing false and distorted data about the scale of bank closures in regional
Australia. [2]

Access to local banking services is critical in our regional communities. With the
banks pulling out of regional Australia at a record pace, the public is increasingly
relying on Australia Post to provide banking services. However, Australia Post is
too vulnerable to the whims of the government of the day and commercial decisions
from the Big Four banks. Although it was recently announced that the historic
Bank@Post deal had been renewed, Australia Post is refusing to reveal the financial
details of the deal that was struck with the Big Four banks. The Citizens Party has
made freedom of information requests for clarity on these matters, but these have
been rejected. The Citizens Party understands from reputable sources that the
Community Access Fee to be paid by the big banks is now only $10 million per
year, half the amount that former Australia Post CEO Christine Holgate negotiated
for the original deal. Alarmingly, there are no written guarantees that the banking
deal with the Licensed Post Offices will continue. The LPOs are vulnerable to the
banks pulling out unexpectedly, leaving them where they were before the
Bank@Post deal—on the edge of bankruptcy and being exploited by the
government and the banks. The big banks are already throwing their weight around
by charging exorbitant fees for their customers who want to bank through Australia
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Post. Without the banking services provided by Australia Post, many parts of
regional Australia would not have access to banking at all.

We are calling on local councils and organisations to ask them to join us in fighting
for federal legislation to create a Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank. A public
postal savings bank will guarantee banking services at Australia Post, and support
the Licensed Post Offices to provide financial services for regional and rural
Australians. 

We have drafted legislation for a public postal bank, the Commonwealth Postal
Savings Bank Bill 2021. 

On 27 July, councillors at the Narrabri Shire Council (NSW) unanimously passed a
resolution supporting the Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank Bill, and called on
Parliament to pass the legislation. On the 28 July, the Banana Shire Council (QLD)
passed a similar resolution. [3] We have been informed that the action of these local
councils has made a strong impression on members of federal parliament. 

We have drafted the following motion/resolution as a guide, which I am asking you
to consider discussing and moving at your next meeting, to endorse the
Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank Bill. 

Draft motion/resolution for a Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank
1. The Council notes that:

Bank branch and ATM closures are leaving many communities without
access to financial services, especially in regional Australia;
Since 1975 the number of bank branches in regional Australia has fallen by
more than 60 per cent, and there are more than 1,500 communities across
Australia with no bank branches at all;
A large proportion of the population, including the elderly, disabled, small
businesses, and local schools and charities, will always have a need for face-
to-face financial services, despite advances in technology;
For hundreds of communities, their only access to cash and financial services
is through Bank@Post at their local post office;
Bank@Post is an essential service to all communities, but is vulnerable to
commercial decision-making by the banks, which can choose to withdraw
their participation, and charge excessive fees on transactions;
With four major banks controlling 80 per cent of the financial system,
Australian consumers suffer from a lack of real banking competition;

2. The Council calls on the Commonwealth Parliament to pass the
Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank Bill to establish a post office people’s bank,
fully guaranteed by the Commonwealth, as a dedicated postal savings bank,
operating exclusively through Australia Post’s corporate and licensed post offices,
which will ensure basic banking services—including deposit-taking, business and
personal lending, and access to cash—are available to all Australians, and will
contribute to Australia’s national economic development.

3. The Council will write to the Local State and Federal Members of
Parliament, to inform them of Councils desire to support the passage of the
Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank Bill through Parliament.

I live in a regional town myself, in Winnejup Western Australia. The nearby towns
of Boyup Brook, Balingup and Donnybrook have lost their last ‘Big Four’ bank.
Access to banking services is essential for the functioning of our local businesses
and tourism—markets, artists, craftspeople and local producers. A public postal
bank would ensure these community businesses are supported in perpetuity. 
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If you would like more information, please feel welcome to contact me. We have
been reporting on this matter for some time—numerous articles, background
information and video content can be found here: An Australia Post ‘people’s
bank’—a win-win solution for the nation

Kind regards,
Melissa Harrison 

[1] Dale Webster: Why I spent a year counting every bank in regional Australia;
‘Big four’ banks casting a dangerous shadow in regional Australia; The Regional

[2] Citizens Party: ‘Bank regulator shielding Big Four from scrutiny over regional
branch closures’

[3] Citizens Party: An Australia Post ‘people’s bank’—a win-win for the nation,
Narrabri Shire Council Motion and Rationale, Banana Shire Council Motion
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14.6 NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR CAI  

SUBJECT: SUPPORT FOR THE DRAFT BILL TO ESTABLISH A COMMONWEALTH POSTAL SAVINGS 
BANK (CPSB)   

 
I MOVE:  
 
That Council write to the relevant Federal Ministers and all Federal Members of Parliament urging that they 
support the Commonwealth Postal Saving Bank Bill 2021 for: 

(i) the betterment of every Strathfield and Australian citizen; and 
(ii) the betterment of Strathfield Council’s and all Australian Councils’ finances. 

 
 
Rationale 
Why is postal banking a local government issue? 

• The financial bottom line of councils, can benefit from increased banking competition and low-cost loans, is a 
local government issue. 

• Improving the quality of life for constituents is a responsibility that connects all levels of government. 
 
Why the need for a post office bank? 

• The Big 4 banks particularly have been closing branches at an alarming rate throughout Australia over the last few 
decades. Post Offices have a public mandate to remain open to communities everywhere. 

• The Big 4 banks particularly have been moving away from face-to-face services and towards electronic services 
leaving traditional customers, including elderly and disabled, behind. 

 
How does it work? 

• Local banking and local lending keeps money circulating within the local economy. 

• Raises more investment for local, state and federal infrastructure. 

• By funding more infrastructure through low-cost loans, there will be more surplus federal and state government 
revenue that can be utilized for expenditure on health, welfare, education, and public services. 

 
What are the benefits for Strathfield Council? 

• Lower-cost finance for infrastructure investment is better for Council’s bottom line and reduces financial risk. 

• A greater slice of rates left for services as a consequence of long-term works being funded with lower cost 
finance. 

• More community aspirations can be included in the Community Strategic Plan and other high-level documents. 
The CSP can contain more community visions since there will be more effective and more reasonable funding 
opportunities. 

 
What are other benefits to residents? 

• More physical locations to access banking services will boost trade and maintain face-to-face banking. 

• Better regulation of banks through real competition. 

• Far more local infrastructure and consequential increases in the community standard of living. 

• Bank retribution fear (debanking) can be eliminated as a government provider is obligated to serve all constituents. 

• Lower banking fees and lending cost through absence of the need for the postal bank to pay dividends to 
shareholders. 

 
Precedents? 
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• Japan, with far less natural resources, has virtually built its high standard of living (e.g. totally rebuilt its industrial 
economy) using public investment funded by its postal bank, Japan Post Bank. 

• New Zealand in 2002 started a postal bank, Kiwibank, which quickly overtook its Australian-owned private banks 
to become the most trusted banking brand in NZ, because its priority is providing a service to the community 
over the usual demands to pay shareholders a dividend. 

• Australia had a government bank, the original Commonwealth Bank, which also started as a postal bank in 1912, 
and was successful straight away at lending money to councils for local infrastructure projects; later it was very 
important for financing industry during and after WWII, including the car industry, and it also financed the biggest 
expansion of social housing in Australian history in the decade after WWII. 
 

Why do public banks disappear? 
• Public banks are created to fill a public need, but since the 1970’s the private commercial banking lobby grew 

stronger, eventually overpowering the government’s commitment to public banking.  

• The public bank is taken for granted while it operates (business as usual) and the general citizenry are rarely aware 
of its importance. However, public banks are the bane of existence of the private banks because they force real 
competition across the banking sector to service the wider community.  

 
Other benefits of a public post office bank? 

• Full guarantee of all deposits since the public national bank is government-owned (no $250,000 limit) as compared 
with private commercial banks. 

• Maintain cash availability and ensure cash payments for customers as the Big 4 banks drift further toward online 
services. 

• Lend to local small business, boosting the ailing “backbone of our economy”. 
 
Other benefits of a public post office bank? 

• A lift in banking conduct standards is inevitable with a Post Bank which will exist to provide a true banking service. 

• The viability of Australia Post will be ensured due to the guaranteed extra revenue post offices will receive from 
also operating as bank branches (the current service, Bank@Post, is not guaranteed, as it depends on fees from 
the private banks, which they are increasingly reluctant to pay). 

• As mentioned earlier surplus deposits in the Post Bank could be invested in national economic development 
projects, where even the Federal and State governments could borrow funds from the public national bank (as in 
Japan). 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council write to the relevant Federal Ministers and all Federal Members of Parliament urging that they 
support the Commonwealth Postal Saving Bank Bill 2021 for: 

(i) the betterment of every Strathfield and Australian citizen; and 
(ii) the betterment of Strathfield Council’s and all Australian Councils’ finances. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report. 
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8.10 United Indian Association – 75th  Anniversary Independence Day Celebration – Councillor Raj 
Datta 

I wish to congratulate  the United Indian Association, a peak body of community organisations of the 
Australians from Indian Heritage, and its President Dr Vyas, for organising the 75th anniversary of Indian 
Independence Day, azadi ki Mahotsav. It was an important event and would contribute to the relationship 
building between Australia and India. Moving forward the bilateral relationship between India and Australia 
will become increasingly more important for peace and prosperity of all Australians.  Events like this will 
contribute to building an increasingly stronger relationship between Australia and India. 

8.11 NSW Train and Bus Drivers – Industrial Action – Councillor Sharangan Maheswaran 

That NSW train and bus drivers, more specifically the Rail, Tram and Bus Union (RTBU) and Transport 
Workers’ Union (TWU) be acknowledged. 

Strathfield residents would’ve been affected by industrial action taken over the last month this action has 
been taken because the NSW Government has demanded that the train and bus drivers that saw us this 
State through the Covid-19 crisis take a pay cut. More than that, the train and bus drivers are striking, despite 
an offer of an $18,000 pay increase,  due to tremendous safety concerns regarding foreign made trains and 
buses being operated across NSW. 

Whilst Strathfield residents may have been inconvenienced in the last month, our residents should be 
assured that this action has been taken for their best interests. 

9. DEFERRED/OUTSTANDING MATTERS AWAITING REPORT

Nil. 

Items by Exception - Section 13 of Council's Code of Meeting Practice 

187/22 

RESOLVED: (Blackmore / Hall) 

That in accordance with Section 13 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice: 

1. Council alters the Order of Business in accordance with Clause 8.1, and

2. The items listed below be dealt with by exception and that they be adopted as recommended by a
single Motion:

10.1  Mayoral Minute 20/22 - Trees for Marie Bashir Public School
13.1  Report from Traffic Committee meeting on 16 August 2022
13.2  Report from Multicultural and Diversity Advisory Committee meeting held on 17 August 2022
14.1  Pedestrian Crossing at Hampstead Road - Councillor Raj Datta
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14.6  Support for the draft Bill to establish a Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank (CPSB) - Councillor  
         Cai 
14.9  Sponsorship of Chalmers Road Public School Trivia Night - Councillor Karen Pensabene 
GM1  Delivery Program Report - January to June 2022 
GM2 Community Gardens Policy Public Exhibition 
GM3 Draft Small Grants Policy Public Exhibition 
GM4 Event Calendar FY22/23 
GM5 Council Tenders Advertised and Awarded 
CC1  Investment Report - July 2022 
CC2  Councillor Workshop 16 August 2022 
CC6  The Development of Guidelines and a Model Policy on The Lobbying of Councillors 
PE3  Local School Traffic Safety Program 
PE5  Arthur Street Bus Stop Shelter/Shade 
PE6  Car Space Width Increase at Homebush West Car Park 
EO1  Town Hall Renovations 

 
 
10.1 Mayoral Minute 20/22 - Trees for Marie Bashir Public School 

188/22 

RESOLVED: (Blackmore / Hall) 
 
That Council, as part of its environmental education program (Enviro Squad), partner with Marie Bashir Public 
School to increase shade and reduce the thermal mass footprint by way of installing three mature trees 
within the school’s grounds.   
 
RESOLVED BY EXCEPTION 

 
 
13.1 Report from Traffic Committee meeting on 16 August 2022 

189/22 

RESOLVED: (Blackmore / Hall) 
 
That the minutes of the Traffic Committee meeting held on 16 August 2022 be noted and the 
recommendations be adopted. 
 
RESOLVED BY EXCEPTION 

 
 
13.2 Report from Multicultural and Diversity Advisory Committee meeting held on 17 August 2022 

190/22 

RESOLVED: (Blackmore / Hall) 
 
That the minutes of the Multicultural and Diversity Advisory Committee meeting held on Wednesday 17 

Aaron
Highlight



 

MINUTES 
20 SEPTEMBER 2022 – 9:00 AM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 

 
28 

 
Attendance – Cr Clarence Haydon returned to the meeting at 10.24am. 
 

2.01.04 LOCAL GOVERNMENT REMUNERATION COMMISSION 
 
Background – The Local Government Remuneration Commission is commencing the annual 
remuneration review process to determine the remuneration to be paid to Mayors, Deputy 
Mayors and Councillors from 01 July 2023. The Commission is inviting email submissions in 
relation to remuneration for Councillors of local governments to inform the Commission’s 
deliberations. 

 
The Commission will also be available during the LGAQ 126th Annual Conference for a 
meeting with Council on Monday 17 October 2022 only, for deputations. 
 
Officer’s Recommendation – For Council discussion. 

 
Resolution No: 3573 
Moved  Cr Kelly Carter 
Seconded  Cr Trevor Mitchell  
That Council note the invitation received from the Local Government Remuneration Commission, and no further action 
is required.  
 
CARRIED 7/0 

 
2.01.05 LETTER FROM HAZEL KLEINAU – COMMONWEALTH POSTAL SAVINGS BANK 

 
Background – Letter received seeking Council’s support in relation to the establishment of a 
Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank. 
 
Officer’s Recommendation – For Council discussion. 

 
Resolution No: 3574 
Moved  Cr Arthur Bode 
Seconded  Cr Kelly Carter  
That Council write a letter of support for the proposed project and await further information on the matter.  
 
CARRIED 7/0 
 

2.01.06 HOUSING GRANT PROGRAM POLICY 
 
Background – The Housing Grant Program Policy will be presented at Council Meeting for 
consideration by Council. 
 
Officer’s Recommendation – For Council discussion. 

 
Resolution No: 3575 
Moved  Cr Kim Middleton 
Seconded  Cr Trevor Mitchell  
That Council adopt the Housing Grant Program Policy as presented. 
 
CARRIED 7/0 

 
Attendance – Cr Kelly Carter left the meeting for personal reasons at 10.38am and returned to the meeting at 
10.42am. 
 



Appendix - 2.01.05





 

 

 

 

Agenda and  
Business Paper 

 

Ordinary Meeting of Council 

  

 

 

To be held on 
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NOM-2 NOTICE OF MOTION - POST OFFICE PEOPLES BANK 

Author: Councillor Richard Foley  
 
 

Summary: In light of recent bank branch closures in the Riverina and 
throughout regional Australia, this Council calls on the 
Commonwealth Government to establish a Post Office peoples 
bank, guaranteed by the Commonwealth, which will ensure that 
basic banking services are available for all Australians. 

 

 

Recommendation 

That Council:  
a supports the establishment of a Post Office peoples bank, guaranteed by the 

Commonwealth Government, which will ensure that basic banking services are 
available for all Australians 

b requests that the Mayor writes to all relevant Federal Ministers regarding this 
motion within seven (7) days 

 

Report 

Throughout the past three decades banking services across regional Australia have 
been withdrawn from numerous regional centres and small rural communities. These 
ongoing bank closures have adversely disadvantaged and disproportionately affected 
these communities particularly aged members of these communities and small 
businesses. 

The following are just some of the reasons why our regional communities need access 
to physical banking services:  

1. Since the early 1980’s the number of bank branches across Australia has 
fallen by more than 60%. These closures have impacted more than 1500 
communities across regional Australia leaving them with no access to bank 
branches.  

2. Despite recent advances in technology with online banking many sectors of 
the population are still in great need of physical banking services including 
elderly persons, disabled persons, small business sector, local schools and 
charitable organisations.  

3. Bank branch closures have been further exacerbated by the removal of 
ATM machines from these regional communities forcing many to travel to 
other towns to access cash and/or banking services. This is now the case 
for the people of nearby Junee who now do not have access to a 
Commonwealth Bank branch leaving citizens in Junee to travel to Wagga 
Wagga to access physical banking services. 

4. There is an agenda to completely eliminate cash entirely from our society in 
order to lock the savings of Australians into the major big four banks forcing 
us all to transact electronically for everything. This is an attack on the 
financial privacy of all Australians.  
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5. Small businesses that cannot physically bank their cash are forced to keep 
it on their premises creating serious security risks likewise, elderly 
Australians end up keeping cash on their premises which is also risky.  

 
The most straight forward and cost effective way to establish a Postal Bank is using 
the existing infrastructure of post offices. Australia Post has the biggest retail footprint 
of any business in Australia which is required and mandated by law to maintain 
services to all Australians. Post offices already have limited banking infrastructure via 
the provision of the Bank@Post service which is an agreement Australia  Post has with 
the big four banks for serving their customers many of which they rejected by closing 
their bank branches. The big four banks can withdraw from this agreement at their 
whim. 

Clearly none of the above is acceptable anymore to most Australians at a time when 
these big four banks are raking is massive record profits at the expense of regional 
Australian communities. Therefore, it seems logical that calling upon the 
Commonwealth Government to re-establish a public bank using the Australia Post 
infrastructure would be an ideal answer to provide face to face banking services to 
more Australians than any of the big four banks combined which collectively are 
continuing to withdraw these services from regional Australians. 

I propose that this council endorses and supports the following motion: 

1. The reduction and continuing closure of bank branches in our local regional 
communities has had detrimental effects to these communities. 

2. The current existing commercial arrangement between the big four banks 
and Australia Post via Bank@Post does not provide surety or any real long 
term access to physical banking services to regional and rural Australians. 

3. Wagga Wagga City Council supports the establishment by this 
Commonwealth Government, a Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank as a 
solid, reliable and secure way to ensure access to physical banking services 
for regional and rural Australians. 

4. Upon the passing of this Notice of Motion that the Mayor of the City of 
Wagga Wagga writes to the appropriate Federal Ministers expressing our 
support as a council for the above three points. This correspondence is to 
be written and submitted within 7 days of the passing of this Notice of Motion 
by council on the 17 October 2022. 
 

Financial Implications 

N/A 

Policy and Legislation 

N/A  
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Link to Strategic Plan 

Community leadership and collaboration 

Objective: Wagga Wagga has strong community leadership and a shared vision for the 
future 
Our leaders represent our community 
 

Risk Management Issues for Council 

N/A  
 

Internal / External Consultation 

N/A  
 
 
  
 



 

 

Business Papers and Minutes 

https://meetings.wagga.nsw.gov.au/RedirectToDoc.aspx?URL=Open/2022/10/OC_17102022_MIN_

4903_WEB.htm 

Extract from: MINUTES of the ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL, held on Monday 17 October 2022 

 

 

NOM-2      NOTICE OF MOTION - POST OFFICE PEOPLES BANK 

Councillor T Koschel declared a Pecuniary Interest and remained vacated from the 
chamber, the time being 7:58pm. 

22/338       RESOLVED: 
                   On the Motion of Councillors R Foley and J McKinnon 

That Council writes to the relevant Federal Minster expressing our concern 
about ongoing regional bank closures and request the Government to 
consider policies and programs such as Post Office people’s bank or other 
options that will enable regional and rural communities suitable access to 
meet their banking needs. 

CARRIED 

  
RECORD OF VOTING ON THE MOTION 
For the Motion Against the Motion 
D Tout   
G Davies   
D Hayes   
M Henderson   
R Foley   
R Kendall   
J McKinnon   
A Parkins  

 

https://meetings.wagga.nsw.gov.au/RedirectToDoc.aspx?URL=Open/2022/10/OC_17102022_MIN_4903_WEB.htm
https://meetings.wagga.nsw.gov.au/RedirectToDoc.aspx?URL=Open/2022/10/OC_17102022_MIN_4903_WEB.htm
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A G E N D A 

Ordinary Council Meeting 25 October  

Notice is hereby given that the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 25 October 2022 
at 7:00pm. The meeting will be held in the Council Chambers situated in Hutchison Street, 
Coober Pedy, and the meeting broadcast will be on the internet. The link will be posted on 
Council’s website. 

To participate in this meeting online, you will need to copy the following link into your 
URL or click on it and register your email address and password with Zoom:  

 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83440516691 

 
Recordings of Meetings 
Council is required to keep minutes of each Council meeting. The minutes contain details of 
proceedings which may include personal information about members of the public that have 
been disclosed in presentations, submissions, and questions. The minutes of Council 
meetings are a public record and can be inspected by members of the public.  
Council makes visual and audio recordings of Council meetings to improve transparency and 
accuracy of minutes. In some circumstances, Council may be compelled by a court of law or 
an Act of Parliament, such as the Freedom of Information Act, to disclose these recordings. It 
should be noted that Council has limited power to prevent other people from making their own 
recordings of Council meetings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

David Kelly  
Chief Executive Officer   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83440516691
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7 Strategic Direction Settings 

7.1 Strategic Management Plans 

Author:  David Kelly, Chief Executive Officer 
Attachments: Nil 

Purpose of Report: The purpose of this report is to provide an update on Council’s 
strategic Management Plans. 

Type: Matter for Decision   

Conflict of Interest: The author declares no conflict of interest in this matter. 
Discussion 

The District Council of Coober Pedy currently does not have a Strategic Management 
Framework plan in place. Given the State Government has announced the formation of a 
task force that will include resolving the ownership of the water and electricity assets and 
operations, as well as considering whether the Department for Education or a private 
entity will take over the Mini Gems childcare centre, the Strategic Management 
Framework has been put on hold and will be produced after the results of the task force. 

Please note however that two other strategic reports will be produced by 12th November 
2022, being the Infrastructure and Asset Management Plan, and the Long-Term Financial 
Plan. The Council also has produced and communicated its Annual Business Plan for 
FY23 and is reviewing charges for the airport and Mini Gems in order to transform them 
from a deficit to breakeven position. 

8 Advocacy 

8.1 Public Post Office Bank 

Author:  David Kelly, Chief Executive Officer  
Attachments: Nil 

Purpose of Report: The purpose of this report is for Council to consider endorsing the 
option of Public Post Office Bank in Coober Pedy. 

Conflict of Interest: The author declares no conflict of interest in this matter. 
Type: Matter for Decision 

Discussion 

The Australian Citizens Party is part of a nationwide campaign to establish a new 
government bank, like the original Commonwealth Bank, to operate in post offices, which 
would guarantee face-to-face financial services for all communities, and force the Big Four 
banks to compete on both cost and service. 

The post office bank would also: 

• Guarantee deposits, because it is a government bank; 
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• Maintain cash payments and processing, which the private banks are trying to do 
away with; 

• Increase lending to individuals and small businesses in regional communities; 
• Invest in more infrastructure, including through local government. 

This campaign is supported by the Licensed Post Office Group (LPOG), which represents 
the interests of the almost 3,000 community post offices which are run as small businesses, 
the majority of the Australia Post network. 

And it is supported by Katter’s Australian Party, One Nation, the Greens, senior members 
of the National Party, and members of the Liberal and Labor parties. 

Bob Katter MP is preparing a bill to introduce into Parliament, called the Commonwealth 
Postal Savings Bank Bill. 

Local Councils are being invited to pass motions to endorse the bill and communicate the 
endorsement to their local federal Member of Parliament. 

Five Councils have now passed motions: 

1. Narrabri Shire Council (NSW) 
2. Banana Shire Council (QLD) 
3. Yilgarn Shire Council (WA) 
4. Cobar Shire Council (NSW) 
5. Strathfield City Council (NSW).” 

Financial Implications: Not applicable 

Consultation: Not applicable 
Options 
Option 1: Approve the recommendation. 

Option 2: Amend the recommendation. 
Option 3: No resolution.   

Recommendation 

That Council pass a motion to endorse the bill. 



LATROBE

CITY 

COUNCIL 
MINUTES FOR THE 
COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD IN NAMBUR WARIGA MEETING ROOM 
CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS, MORWELL AND VIA AUDIO-

VISUAL LINK 
AT 6.00PM ON 07 NOVEMBER 2022 

CM584 

PRESENT: 

Councillors: Cr Kellie O’Callaghan, Mayor East Ward 
Cr Dan Clancey, Deputy Mayor East Ward 
Cr Darren Howe  East Ward 
Cr Graeme Middlemiss Central Ward 
Cr Melissa Ferguson South Ward 
Cr Brad Law West Ward  

  Cr Sharon Gibson  West Ward 

Officers: Steven Piasente Chief Executive Officer 
Georgia Hills General Manager Community Health & Wellbeing 
Jody Riordan  General Manager City Planning & Assets  
Nathan Kearsley General Manager Organisational Performance 
Kendrea Pope Executive Manager Office of the CEO 
Peter Schulz Coordinator Council Business  
Kaitlyn Boram Governance Officer 

Apologies: Tim Ellis 
Leave of Absence: Cr Dale Harriman, Cr Tracie Lund 
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13.2 BANKING SERVICES IN LATROBE CITY 

Cr Melissa Ferguson 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr Ferguson 
Seconded:  Cr Gibson  

That Council calls on members of the Federal Parliament to pass the 

Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank Bill to establish a post office people’s 

bank, fully guaranteed by the Commonwealth, as a dedicated postal savings 

bank operating exclusively through Australia Post’s corporate and licensed 

post offices, which will ensure basic banking services – including deposit-

taking, business and personal lending and access to cash – are available to all 

Australians and will contribute to Australia’s national economic development. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Attachments  

Nil  

 

  

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

ORDINARY MEETING 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 

15 NOVEMBER 2022 
 
 
 
 
 

Your attendance is required at an Ordinary meeting of Council to be held in the 
Council Chambers, 4 Lagoon Place, Yeppoon on 15 November 2022 
commencing at 9.00am for transaction of the enclosed business. 

 
 

 
Cale Dendle 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  

10 November 2022 
Next Meeting Date: 20.12.22 

 
 
Please note: 

 
In accordance with the Local Government Regulation 2012, please be advised that all discussion held 
during the meeting is recorded for the purpose of verifying the minutes. This will include any discussion 
involving a Councillor, staff member or a member of the public. 
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9 COUNCILLOR/DELEGATE REPORTS 

9.1 POSTAL SAVINGS BANK 

File No: GV13.05.07 
Attachments: 1. Further Correspondence Dated 7 October 

2022   
Responsible Officer: Cale Dendle - Chief Executive Officer  
Author: Andrew Ireland - Mayor          

SUMMARY 

Correspondence was received by the Australian Citizens Party seeking support for the 
establishment of a Postal Savings Bank in Australia. 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council: 
1. Calls on the Commonwealth Parliament to pass the Commonwealth Postal Savings 

Bank Bill to establish a post office people’s bank, fully guaranteed by the 
Commonwealth, as a dedicated postal savings bank, operating exclusively through 
Australia Post’s corporate and licensed post offices, which will ensure basic banking 
services—including deposit-taking, business and personal lending, and access to 
cash—are available to all Australians, and will contribute to Australia’s national 
economic development. 

2. Write to the Local State and Federal Members of Parliament, to inform them of 
Councils desire to support the passage of the Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank 
Bill through Parliament. 

BACKGROUND 

The reduction in bank branches has resulted in reduced access to banking and financial 
services particularly in rural communities. Arrangements such as those with Australia Post 
do not provide long-term security of access to services. The establishment of a 
Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank would provide a secure way for rural communities to 
access banking services.  
COMMENTARY 

Council received the below correspondence from the Australian Citizens Party on 16 August 
2021, including draft legislation, seeking support for a Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank. 
This comes as a response to the withdrawal of banking services across Australia.  
Dear CEO of Livingstone Shire Council, 

My name is Jan Pukallus. I am an organiser with the Australian Citizens Party. I am emailing 
you today because we are campaigning for the establishment of a Postal Savings Bank. I 
spoke to Lucy and request a deputation to address councillors, however, please note that I 
will only be in Livingstone Shire region on Tues 24 & Wed 25 August. 

I am contacting Councillors and organisations to inform them, and to call upon them, to join 
me in fighting for federal legislation to create a Postal Bank. The legislation for such a bank 
has been drafted by the Citizens Party, the Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank Bill 2021.  

There are many reasons why, but this is an important local issue because local access to 
banking services is critical to every community. With the banks increasingly withdrawing their 
face-to-face services and also ATMs, the reliance on the Post Office offering those services 
is critical, but that too is vulnerable to commercial decision-making by the banks. I know you 
probably already know this but the withdrawal of these services disproportionately affects 
rural and regional communities. 

https://citizensparty.org.au/campaigns/public-post-office-bank/post-bank-bill
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On 1 July, Australia Post announced CBA and NAB had agreed to renew their Bank@Post 
deals for ten years although since the details are not being made public there is no 
knowledge of what the agreement actually contains and this makes a great many people 
nervous. Speculation is that it's far less than the $20 million per year that Christine Holgate 
negotiated and may contain exit clauses. The Citizens Party has it on good authority that the 
Community Access Fee to be paid by NAB and CBA is $10 million per year, half of the 
original deal and there are no written guarantees that the Licenced Post Offices will continue 
to receive the same fee structure they have currently. Freedom of information requests by 
the Citizens Party for clarity on those issues have been rejected. 

Whilst it’s important that post offices can provide Bank@Post services, the banks currently 
have the upper hand—they pay Australia Post what they like, they can pull out unexpectedly, 
and they charge whatever fees they like. A public postal savings bank will guarantee banking 
services at post offices in perpetuity. 

On 27 July, Councillors at the Narrabri Shire Council in NSW unanimously passed a 
resolution supporting the Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank Bill, calling on the Parliament 
to pass the legislation and on 28 July, the Banana Shire Council in QLD carried a similar 
resolution with no opposition. 

We have also just been informed that on 3 August, the Licensed Post Office Group endorsed 
the Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank Bill. 

The Citizens Party has drafted the following motion/resolution as a guide, which I am asking 
you to discuss and move at your next meeting, to endorse the Commonwealth Postal 
Savings Bank Bill. 

Draft motion/resolution for a Post Office People’s Bank: 

3. That Council notes that: 

o Bank branch and ATM closures are leaving many communities without 

access to financial services, especially in regional Australia; 

o Since 1975 the number of bank branches in regional Australia has 

fallen by more than 60 per cent, and there are more than 1,500 
communities across Australia with no bank branches at all; 

o A large proportion of the population, including the elderly, disabled, 

small businesses, and local schools and charities, will always have a 
need for face-to-face financial services, despite advances in 
technology; 

o For hundreds of communities, their only access to cash and financial 

services is through Bank@Post at their local post office; 

o Bank@Post is an essential service to all communities, but is 

vulnerable to commercial decision-making by the banks, which can 
choose to withdraw their participation, and charge excessive fees on 
transactions; 

o With four major banks controlling 80 per cent of the financial system, 

Australian consumers suffer from a lack of real banking competition; 

2. That Council calls on the Commonwealth Parliament to pass the Commonwealth 
Postal Savings Bank Bill to establish a post office people’s bank, fully guaranteed by 
the Commonwealth, as a dedicated postal savings bank, operating exclusively 
through Australia Post’s corporate and licensed post offices, which will ensure basic 
banking services—including deposit-taking, business and personal lending, and 
access to cash—are available to all Australians, and will contribute to Australia’s 
national economic development. 

3. That Council write to the Local State and Federal Members of Parliament, to inform 
them of Councils desire to support the passage of the Commonwealth Postal Savings 
Bank Bill through Parliament. 
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I wanted to keep this email brief as possible, as I know your busy, so I have attached are 
some additional documents that I hope you will find useful when you get some time to look at 
them. 

Looking forward to discussing this with you further. 

Regards,  

Jan Pukallus 

QLD State Secretary 

Australian Citizens Party 

Further correspondence was received in relation to this matter on the 3rd October 2022. This 
correspondence is included as an attachment and contains links to the motions passed by 
other Councils. 
PREVIOUS DECISIONS 

NA 
ACCESS AND INCLUSION 

NA 
ENGAGEMENT AND CONSULTATION 

NA 
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS 

NA 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

NA 
LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 

NA 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

NA 
STAFFING IMPLICATIONS 

NA 
RISK ASSESSMENT 

NA 
CORPORATE PLAN REFERENCE  

Future Livingstone 

Community Plan Goal 5.2 - Connected places, people and services 

5.2.1 Implement an integrated transport strategy which encourages alternative 
transport usage to maximum economic, environmental, and liveability outcomes. 

CONCLUSION 

THAT Council calls on the Commonwealth Parliament to pass the Commonwealth Postal 
Savings Bank Bill to establish a post office people’s bank, fully guaranteed by the 
Commonwealth, as a dedicated postal savings bank, operating exclusively through Australia 
Post’s corporate and licensed post offices, which will ensure basic banking services—
including deposit-taking, business and personal lending, and access to cash—are available 
to all Australians, and will contribute to Australia’s national economic development. 
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13. OFFICER’S REPORTS – WORKS AND ASSETS 

 Nil 

14. Urgent Business Approved by the Person Presiding or by Decision 

 Nil 

15. Elected Members’ Motions 

15.1 National Postal Saving Bank 

15.1 National Postal Saving Bank 

 

Elected Members Motion 

 

Date: 7 November 2022 

Location: Not Applicable 

Responsible Officer:  

Author: Linley Dreghorn, Executive & Governance Officer 

Legislation: Local Government Act 1995 

SharePoint Reference:  

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Attachments: Attachment 15.1A – Email Correspondence from Melissa Harrison 

 

 Purpose of Report 

 Executive Decision  Legislative Requirement 

 Summary 

This Item presents to Council a request from the Australian Citizens Party regarding the 
establishment of a national Postal Savings Bank and, if satisfactory, endorsement. 

 Background 

As discussed at the October Workshop, Councillors received an email from Melissa Harrison, who 
introducers herself as a researcher and reporter for the Australian Alert Service, the weekly 
magazine of the Australian Citizens Party.  

The correspondence (attached) speaks about the “steady erosion of banking services in regional 
and rural Australia”, and details the following:  

Access to local banking services is critical in our regional communities. With the banks 
pulling out of regional Australia at a record pace, the public is increasingly relying on 

Australia Post to provide banking services. However, Australia Post is too vulnerable to 
the whims of the government of the day and commercial decisions from the Big Four 

banks…..… 

Alarmingly, there are no written guarantees that the banking deal with the Licensed Post 
Offices will continue. The LPOs are vulnerable to the banks pulling out unexpectedly, 
leaving them where they were before the Bank@Post deal—on the edge of bankruptcy 

and being exploited by the government and the banks. The big banks are already throwing 
their weight around by charging exorbitant fees for their customers who want to bank 
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Attachment%2015.1A.docx
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through Australia Post. Without the banking services provided by Australia Post, many 

parts of regional Australia would not have access to banking at all.  

We are calling on local councils and organisations to ask them to join us in fighting for 
federal legislation to create a Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank. A public postal savings 

bank will guarantee banking services at Australia Post and support the Licensed Post 

Offices to provide financial services for regional and rural Australians.  

We have drafted legislation for a public postal bank, the Commonwealth Postal Savings 

Bank Bill 2021.  

 Comment 

The correspondence seeks Councils to support the bill, and provided a suggested resolution as 
follows;  

1. The Council notes that:  

• Bank branch and ATM closures are leaving many communities without access to financial 
services, especially in regional Australia;  

• Since 1975 the number of bank branches in regional Australia has fallen by more than 60 per 
cent, and there are more than 1,500 communities across Australia with no bank branches at 
all; 

• A large proportion of the population, including the elderly, disabled, small businesses, and 
local schools and charities, will always have a need for face-to-face financial services, despite 
advances in technology;  

• For hundreds of communities, their only access to cash and financial services is through 
Bank@Post at their local post office;  

• Bank@Post is an essential service to all communities, but is vulnerable to commercial 
decision-making by the banks, which can choose to withdraw their participation, and charge 

excessive fees on transactions; 

• With four major banks controlling 80 per cent of the financial system, Australian consumers 
suffer from a lack of real banking competition;  

2. The Council calls on the Commonwealth Parliament to pass the Commonwealth Postal Savings 
Bank Bill to establish a post office people’s bank, fully guaranteed by the Commonwealth, as a 
dedicated postal savings bank, operating exclusively through Australia Post’s corporate and 
licensed post offices, which will ensure basic banking services— including deposit-taking, 

business and personal lending, and access to cash—are available to all Australians, and will 

contribute to Australia’s national economic development.  

3. The Council will write to the Local State and Federal Members of Parliament, to inform them of 
Councils desire to support the passage of the Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank Bill through 

Parliament.  

As requested by Council, the resolution is provided for their consideration. 

 Consultation 

Council Workshop, October 2022 

 Policy Implications 

Nil 

 Statutory Implications 

Nil 

 Strategic Implications 

Strategic Community Plan 

Community Priority: Our Community 

Objective: We live in a diverse, healthy, and connected community 

Outcome: 1.1 

Reference: 1.1.1 
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Asset Management Plan 

Nil 

Long Term Financial Plan 

Nil 

 Risk Implications 

 
There is no risk implications for this motion. 
 

 Financial Implications 

Nil 

 Voting Requirements 

 Simple Majority  Absolute Majority 

Members’ Recommendation/Resolution – 15.1 

Moved: Cr Trepp Seconded: Cr Hudson 

0693 That with regard to the Elected Members’ Motion – National Postal Saving Bank: 

1. The Council notes that:  

• Bank branch and ATM closures are leaving many communities without 

access to financial services, especially in regional Australia;  

• Since 1975 the number of bank branches in regional Australia has fallen by 

more than 60 per cent, and there are more than 1,500 communities across 

Australia with no bank branches at all; 

• A large proportion of the population, including the elderly, disabled, small 

businesses, and local schools and charities, will always have a need for 

face-to-face financial services, despite advances in technology;  

• For hundreds of communities, their only access to cash and financial 

services is through Bank@Post at their local post office;  

• Bank@Post is an essential service to all communities, but is vulnerable to 

commercial decision-making by the banks, which can choose to withdraw 

their participation, and charge excessive fees on transactions; 

• With four major banks controlling 80 per cent of the financial system, 

Australian consumers suffer from a lack of real banking competition;  

2. The Council calls on the Commonwealth Parliament to pass the Commonwealth 

Postal Savings Bank Bill to establish a post office people’s bank, fully 

guaranteed by the Commonwealth, as a dedicated postal savings bank, 

operating exclusively through Australia Post’s corporate and licensed post 

offices, which will ensure basic banking services— including deposit-taking, 

business and personal lending, and access to cash—are available to all 

Australians, and will contribute to Australia’s national economic development.  

3. The Council will write to the Local State and Federal Members of Parliament, to 

inform them of Councils desire to support the passage of the Commonwealth 

Postal Savings Bank Bill through Parliament.  

CARRIED 6/0 
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From: Cr Rob Trepp <crtrepp@dowerin.wa.gov.au> 
Date: 17 October 2022 at 11:53:53 am AWST 
To: rmmcall@dowerin.wa.gov.au 
Subject: Fwd: Att: Councillors, regarding a Public Postal Bank 

Sent from my iPad 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Melissa Harrison <melissah@citizensparty.org.au> 
Date: 14 September 2022 at 12:03:41 pm AWST 
Subject: Att: Councillors, regarding a Public Postal Bank 

Dear Councillors, 

My name is Melissa Harrison. I am a researcher and reporter for the Australian Alert Service, 
the weekly magazine of the Australian Citizens Party. I’m writing to you because we are part 
of a grassroots campaign which is fighting for the establishment of a national Postal Savings 
Bank.

I am writing to local councils in Western Australia which have been impacted by the steady 
erosion of banking services in regional and rural Australia. Research by independent 
journalist Dale Webster has documented that since 1975, Australia’s regional banking 
footprint has dwindled alarmingly, to a total loss of 60 per cent of the network. [1] The 
banking regulator, the Australian Prudential Regulation Authority (APRA), is shielding the big 
banks from the ire of the public by publishing false and distorted data about the scale of 
bank closures in regional Australia. [2] 

Access to local banking services is critical in our regional communities. With the banks 
pulling out of regional Australia at a record pace, the public is increasingly relying on 
Australia Post to provide banking services. However, Australia Post is too vulnerable to the 
whims of the government of the day and commercial decisions from the Big Four banks. 
Although it was recently announced that the historic Bank@Post deal had been renewed, 
Australia Post is refusing to reveal the financial details of the deal that was struck with the 
Big Four banks. The Citizens Party has made freedom of information requests for clarity on 
these matters, but these have been rejected. The Citizens Party understands from reputable 
sources that the Community Access Fee to be paid by the big banks is now only $10 million 
per year, half the amount that former Australia Post CEO Christine Holgate negotiated for 
the original deal. Alarmingly, there are no written guarantees that the banking deal with the 
Licensed Post Offices (LPO) will continue. The LPOs are vulnerable to the banks pulling out 
unexpectedly, leaving them where they were before the Bank@Post deal—on the edge of 
bankruptcy and being exploited by the government and the banks. The big banks are 
already throwing their weight around by charging exorbitant fees for their customers who 
want to bank through Australia Post. Without the banking services provided by Australia 
Post, many parts of regional Australia would not have access to banking at all.

We are calling on local councils and organisations to ask them to join us in fighting for 
federal legislation to create a Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank. A public postal savings 
bank will guarantee banking services at Australia Post and support the Licensed Post 
Offices to provide financial services for regional and rural Australians. 
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Support for a postal bank is rapidly expanding. The Councils of Strathfield (NSW); Cobar 
(NSW); Narrabri (NSW); Banana (QLD); and Yilgarn (WA) have passed motions in support 
of a postal bank. On 7 September, the Licensed Post Office Group (LPOG), which 
represents the interests of 3,000 small business community post offices around Australia, 
hosted a public forum on a postal bank proposal at Parliament House in Canberra. This 
event featured former New Zealand Cabinet Minister Matt Robson, who served in Helen 
Clark’s Labour Party-led Coalition government from 1999-2002, and whose party started 
NZ’s postal bank, called Kiwibank. Parliamentarians who support the postal bank also 
spoke, including Bob Katter MP, Senator Malcolm Roberts (One Nation) and Senator Gerard 
Rennick (Liberal Party). Genuine grassroots support for a postal bank is having a significant 
impact on politicians from all of the major parties. 
 
Legislation for a public postal bank, the Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank Bill 2021, has 
been drafted and Bob Katter MP is preparing to introduce the Bill into parliament. 
 
We have drafted the following motion/resolution as a guide, which I am asking you to please 
consider discussing and moving at your next meeting, to endorse the Commonwealth Postal 
Savings Bank Bill.  
 
Draft motion/resolution for a Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank 
1.       The Council notes that: 

• Bank branch and ATM closures are leaving many communities without access to 
financial services, especially in regional Australia; 

• Since 1975 the number of bank branches in regional Australia has fallen by more 
than 60 per cent, and there are more than 1,500 communities across Australia with 
no bank branches at all; 

• A large proportion of the population, including the elderly, disabled, small businesses, 
and local schools and charities, will always have a need for face-to-face financial 
services, despite advances in technology; 

• For hundreds of communities, their only access to cash and financial services is 
through Bank@Post at their local post office; 

• Bank@Post is an essential service to all communities, but is vulnerable to 
commercial decision-making by the banks, which can choose to withdraw their 
participation, and charge excessive fees on transactions; 

• With four major banks controlling 80 per cent of the financial system, Australian 
consumers suffer from a lack of real banking competition; 

 
2.       The Council calls on the Commonwealth Parliament to pass the Commonwealth 
Postal Savings Bank Bill to establish a post office people’s bank, fully guaranteed by the 
Commonwealth, as a dedicated postal savings bank, operating exclusively through Australia 
Post’s corporate and licensed post offices, which will ensure basic banking services—
including deposit-taking, business and personal lending, and access to cash—are available 
to all Australians, and will contribute to Australia’s national economic development. 
 
3.       The Council will write to the Local State and Federal Members of Parliament, to 
inform them of Councils desire to support the passage of the Commonwealth Postal Savings 
Bank Bill through Parliament. 
 
I live in a regional town myself, in Winnejup Western Australia. The nearby towns of Boyup 
Brook, Balingup and Donnybrook have lost their last Big Four bank. Access to banking 
services is essential for the functioning of our local businesses and tourism—markets, 
artists, craftspeople and local producers. A public postal bank would ensure these 
community businesses are supported in perpetuity.  
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If you would like more information, please feel welcome to contact me. We have been 
reporting on this matter for some time—articles, background information and video content 
can be found here: An Australia Post ‘people’s bank’—a win-win solution for the nation 
 
Kind regards, 
Melissa Harrison  
 
 
[1] Dale Webster: Why I spent a year counting every bank in regional Australia; ‘Big four’ 
banks casting a dangerous shadow in regional Australia; The Regional 
 
[2] Citizens Party: ‘Bank regulator shielding Big Four from scrutiny over regional branch 
closures’  
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Agenda 

Ordinary Meeting 
24 November 2022 
 
 
An Ordinary Meeting of Ballina Shire Council  
will be held in the Ballina Shire Council Chambers, 40 Cherry Street Ballina  
on 24 November 2022 commencing at 9.00am. 
 
1. Australian National Anthem 
2. Acknowledgement of Country 
3. Apologies 
4. Confirmation of Minutes 
5. Declarations of Interest and Reportable Political Donations 
6. Deputations  
7. Mayoral Minutes 
8. Planning and Environmental Health Division Reports 
9. Corporate and Community Division Reports 
10. Civil Services Division Reports 
11. Notices of Motion 
12. Advisory Committee Minutes 
13. Reports from Councillors on Attendance on Council's behalf 
14. Confidential Session 
 
 
 
Paul Hickey 
General Manager 
 
 

A morning tea break is taken at 10.30am and a lunch break taken at 1.00pm. 
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Ballina Shire Council Ordinary Meeting 
24/11/22 Page 9 of 195 

7.2 Mayoral Minute - Support for Public Post Office Bank 
 

Councillor Sharon Cadwallader 

      

I move 
 
That Council calls on the Commonwealth Parliament to pass the 
Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank Bill to establish a post office people’s 
bank, fully guaranteed by the Commonwealth, as a dedicated postal savings 
bank, operating exclusively through Australia Post’s corporate and licensed 
post offices, which will ensure basic banking services—including deposit-taking, 
business and personal lending, and access to cash— are available to all 
Australians, and will contribute to Australia’s national economic development. 
 
Mayoral Comments 
 
Bank branch and ATM closures are leaving many communities without access 
to financial services, especially in regional Australia.  

 
Since 1975 the number of bank branches in regional Australia has fallen by 
more than 60 per cent, and there are more than 1,500 communities across 
Australia with no bank branches at all.  
 
A large proportion of the population, including the elderly, disabled, small 
businesses and local schools and charities, will always have a need for face-to-
face financial services despite advances in technology.  
 
For hundreds of communities, their only access to cash and financial services 
is through Bank@Post at their community Post Office.  
 
Bank@Post is an essential service to all communities, but is vulnerable to 
commercial decision-making by the banks, which can choose to withdraw their 
participation.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 

That Council calls on the Commonwealth Parliament to pass the 
Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank Bill to establish a post office people’s 
bank, fully guaranteed by the Commonwealth, as a dedicated postal savings 
bank, operating exclusively through Australia Post’s corporate and licensed 
post offices, which will ensure basic banking services—including deposit-taking, 
business and personal lending, and access to cash— are available to all 
Australians, and will contribute to Australia’s national economic development. 

Attachment(s) 

Nil 
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7.2 Mayoral Minute - Support for Public Post Office Bank 
 A Motion was moved by Cr Eoin Johnston  

That Council calls on the Commonwealth Parliament to pass the 
Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank Bill to establish a post office people’s 
bank, fully guaranteed by the Commonwealth, as a dedicated postal savings 
bank, operating exclusively through Australia Post’s corporate and licensed 
post offices, which will ensure basic banking services—including deposit-
taking, business and personal lending, and access to cash— are available to 
all Australians, and will contribute to Australia’s national economic 
development. 

The Motion LAPSED. 
 

241122/4 RESOLVED 

(Cr Stephen McCarthy/Cr Simon Chate) 
  
That Council writes to the relevant Federal Minister expressing our concern 
about ongoing regional bank closures and request the Government to consider 
policies and programs such as Post Office people’s bank or other options that 
will enable regional and rural communities suitable access to meet their 
banking needs. 
 
FOR VOTE - Cr Kiri Dicker, Cr Simon Chate, Cr Eoin Johnston, Cr Stephen 
McCarthy, Cr Nigel Buchanan and Cr Eva Ramsey 
AGAINST VOTE - Cr Phillip Meehan and Cr Rodney Bruem 
ABSENT. DID NOT VOTE - Cr Sharon Cadwallader and Cr Jeff Johnson 

 

8. Planning and Environmental Health Division Reports 

8.3 Planning Proposal Request - Ballina Heights Commercial Centre 
 

241122/5 RESOLVED 

(Cr Kiri Dicker/Cr Rodney Bruem) 
  
1. That Council endorses the finalisation of the Voluntary Planning 

Agreement on the basis of Attachment 3 to this report, and subject to final 
legal advice for the purposes of proceeding to Gateway determination 
and public exhibition of the planning proposal. 

2. That subject to Vixsun agreeing to the Voluntary Planning Agreement, 
the Planning Proposal, provided as Attachment 2 to this report, to amend 
the Ballina Local Environmental Plan 2012, be referred to the Department 
of Planning and Environment for Gateway Determination.  
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	Agenda
	1. OPENING BUSINESS
	Cr Jane McNamara (Mayor) opened the meeting with the Council Prayer
	Lord,
	Please guide and direct us,
	In that the decisions to be made,
	Will be for the benefit,
	Of our whole community
	Amen
	1.1 PRESENT
	Councillors
	Mayor Jane McNamara
	Kim Middleton
	Kelly Carter
	Clarence Haydon
	Nicole Flute
	Arthur Bode
	Trevor Mitchell
	Staff
	Hari Boppudi - Chief Executive Officer
	Andrew Nunn - Director of Engineering
	Melanie Wicks – Director of Corporate & Financial Services
	Raechelle Denne – Executive Support Officer (Relieving)
	School Students

	1.2 APOLOGIES
	1.3 LEAVE OF ABSENCE
	1.4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
	That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held 16 August 2022 be taken as read and signed as correct.

	1.5 OBLIGATIONS OF COUNCILLORS
	1.5.1 Prescribed Conflict of Interest - Sections 150EG, 150EH & 150EI Local Government Act 2009
	1.5.2 Declarable Conflict of Interest - Section 150EN Local Government Act 2009
	1.5.3 Procedure if no Quorum for Deciding Matter because of Prescribed Conflicts of Interest of Declarable Conflicts of Interest – Section 150EU Local Government Act 2009
	(1) This section applies in relation to a meeting if:
	(a) a matter in which 1 or more councillors have a prescribed conflict of interest or Declarable Conflict of Interest is to be decided at the meeting; and
	(b) there is less than a quorum remaining at the meeting after any of the councillors mentioned in paragraph (a) leave, and stay away from, the place where the meeting is being held.
	(2) The local government must do 1 of the following:
	(a) delegate deciding the matter under section 257, unless the matter cannot be delegated under that section;
	(b) decide, by resolution, to defer the matter to a later meeting;
	(c) decide, by resolution, not to decide the matter and take no further action in relation to the matter.
	(3) The local government must not delegate deciding the matter to an entity if the entity, or a majority of its members,   have personal interests that are, or are equivalent in nature to, a prescribed conflict of interest or Declarable Conflict of In...
	(4) A councillor does not contravene section 150EK(1), 150EM(2), 150EQ(2)(a) or (3)(a) or 150ES(5) by participating in a decision, or being present while the matter is discussed and voted on, for the purpose of delegating the matter or
	making a decision under subsection (2)(b) or (c).
	1.5.4 Closed Meeting Discussion Items – Section 254J Local Government Regulation 2012
	Council and standing committee meetings may resolve that a meeting be closed to the public if its Councillors consider it necessary to discuss any of the following matters:

	1.6 PETITIONS
	Nil

	1.7 CONDOLENCES
	1.8 RECOGNITIONS
	1.9 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

	2. REPORTS
	2.01 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
	2.01.01  QUEENSLAND TREASURY CORPORATION
	Appendix 2.01.01
	Background – Letter received from Queensland Treasury Corporation advising Council that the University of Queensland’s School of Economics is launching new scholarship opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. They are asking Cou...
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council write to the Hughenden State School to raise the awareness of the Scholarship opportunities, enclosing a copy of the Queensland Treasury Corporation letter for their information.

	2.01.02  DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION – TELSTRA CORPORATION
	Appendix 2.01.02
	Background –
	DESCRIPTION:   LOT 1 ON UD41
	PROPERTY LOCATION: 3462 LUDGATE ROAD PRAIRIE
	PROPOSAL: MATERIAL CHANGE OF USE – TELECOMMUNICATION FACILITY
	APPLICANT:   TELSTRA CORPORATION
	C/- DOWNER EDI LIMITED
	OWNERS:   JODY MURRAY AND SCOTT MURRAY
	SUBMISSIONS:            N/A
	PROPERLY MADE:  25/07/2022
	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
	The application is seeking an approval of an application for a Material Change of
	Use – Telecommunication Facility.
	The proposed development is a telecommunications tower designed to reliable mobile phone services in the area. The proposed location is Uanda Station
	The proposed telecommunication tower will be a 20m high monopole mast topped by a 1.7m aerial. (Refer Figure 1). The proposed facility includes associated facilities and equipment at the base not exceeding 30m2 in area at the base of the tower.
	The proposed tower is to be located within a vacant area near an existing dwelling house (Refer Figure 2).
	Figure 1: Proposed Tower Elevation
	Figure 2: Location of Proposed Facility on Subject Site
	PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS
	The subject land is located in the Rural Zone.
	Material Change of Use for Telecommunication Facility is Code assessable.
	The following components of the Planning Scheme are considered as relevant to the assessment of this application:
	 Rural Zone Code.
	 Industry and Infrastructure Activities Code
	The application has been assessed against the above sections of the Flinders Shire Planning Scheme V1.1(2018) and is considered generally consistent.
	REFERRAL TO THE STATE ASSESSMENT AND REFEREERAL AGENCY (SARA)
	N/A
	PUBLIC NOTIFICATION
	N/A
	Recommendation - The development application for a Development Permit for a Material Change of Use – Telecommunication Facility on land described as Lot 1on UD41, situated at 3462 Ludgate Road, Prairie be approved subject to the following plans (Refer...
	Q117206 Sheet 1    dated 06 July 2022
	Q117206 Sheet 2    dated 06 July 2022
	Q117206 Sheet 3    dated 06 July 2022
	Q117206 Sheet 4    dated 06 July 2022
	and the attached conditions of approval (Attachment 2).
	Attachment 1 - Approved Plans
	Attachment 2 - Development Conditions
	Attachment 3 - Summary of Appeal Rights

	2.01.03  QUEENSLAND LOCAL GOVERNMENT GRANTS COMMISSION
	Appendix 2.01.03
	Background – The Queensland Local Government Grants Commission have advised Council that they will be attending the LGAQ 126th Annual Conference and is available for individual Council meetings on Monday 17 and Tuesday 18 October 2022.
	The topic for discussion at the meeting would be any aspect of Councils Assistance Grant and the meeting request must include a summary of our discussion topics and meeting attendees.
	Officer’s Recommendation – For Council discussion.

	2.01.04 LOCAL GOVERNMENT REMUNERATION COMMISSION
	Appendix 2.01.04
	Background – The Local Government Remuneration Commission is commencing the annual remuneration review process to determine the remuneration to be paid to Mayors, Deputy Mayors and Councillors from 01 July 2023. The Commission is inviting email submis...
	The Commission will also be available during the LGAQ 126th Annual Conference for a meeting with Council on Monday 17 October2022 only, for deputations.
	Officer’s Recommendation – For Council discussion.

	2.01.05 LETTER FROM HAZEL KLEINAU – COMMONWEALTH POSTAL SAVINGS BANK
	Appendix 2.01.05
	Background – Letter received seeking Council’s support in relation to the establishment of a Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank.
	Officer’s Recommendation – For Council discussion.

	2.01.06 HOUSING GRANT PROGRAM POLICY
	Background – The Housing Grant Program Policy will be presented at Council Meeting for consideration by Council.
	Officer’s Recommendation – For Council discussion.

	2.01.07 RIVERSIDE – APPOINTMENT OF CONTRACTOR
	Appendix 2.01.07
	Background – Tender assessment for the lease of Riverside Station, Hughenden has been completed by the Independent Review Panel. Recommendation Report presented for Council adoption.
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council receive and note the Recommendation Report and authorise the Chief Executive Officer to enter into a lease for the Tender Offer submitted by Page & Co Pty Ltd ATF the Page Family Trust, for first year rental of ...

	2.01.08 HUGHENDEN OFFSTREAM WATER STORAGE FACILITY – STAGE 1
	Background – The Hughenden Offstream Water Storage Facility has been a priority of Flinders Shire Council as an enabling project to support the ongoing development of irrigated cropping in the region and supplementation of the cattle industry for fodd...
	It is Council’s intention to seek Expressions of Interest (EOI) from Contractors for the construction of the proposed facility on Lot 164 on DG179. This involves the construction of a 7,000ML single cell embankment storage. State Government funding of...
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council authorise the Chief Executive Officer to commence the Expressions of Interest Process for the construction of the Hughenden Offstream Water Storage Facility on the land described as Lot 164 on DG179.

	2.01.09 STATE OF QUEENSLAND CONDOLENCE BOOK FOR HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
	Appendix 2.01.09
	Background – The Acting Deputy Director-General of the Department of State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning has advised Council that the official State of Queensland Condolence Book for Her Majesty The Queen is open with Buck...
	The Department has invited Council to adopt the State of Queensland Condolence Book in lieu of physical books and submit our Condolences via the online portal. Closing date for submissions is 9:00am on Friday 23 September 2022.
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council approve for the Mayor to submit an online submission to the State of Queensland Condolence Book for Her Majesty The Queen.

	2.01.10 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION – BLUE DOG DEVELOPMENTS PTY LTD
	Background -
	FILE:    FSC95
	RP DESCRIPTION:  LOT 4 ON RP738733
	PROPERTY LOCATION: 13 HANN HIGHWAY HUGHENDEN
	PROPOSAL: DEVELOPMENT PERMIT: MATERIAL CHANGE OF USE: AIR SERVICES
	APPLICANT:   BLUE DOG DEVELOPMENTS PTY LTD
	C/- BRAZIER MOTTI
	OWNERS:   PHILIP THOMAS WELLS AND KERRY LEE WELLS
	SUBMISSIONS:                       FOUR
	NOTICE OF                                   18 AUGUST 2022
	COMPLIANCE:
	COMMENT:
	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
	Council is in receipt of application for a Development Permit for a Material Change of use involving Air Services (Helipad) at 13 Hann Highway, Hughenden, described as Lot 4 on RP738733.
	The proposed Air Services triggers Impact Assessment under the Shire of Flinders Planning Scheme 2017. The application was publicly notified from 27 July to 17 August 2022 in accordance with the Planning Act 2016. Four submissions were received.
	The proposed development has not demonstrated compliance with the relevant provisions of the planning scheme through the submitted material within the application. As such, it is recommended that Council refuse the proposed Air Services (Helipad) at 1...
	1. REFERRAL TO THE STATE ASSESSMENT AND REFEREERAL AGENCY (SARA)
	The application was referred to the State Assessment and Referral Agency (SARA) on 29 June 2022, based on the following trigger:
	 Schedule 10, Part 9, Division 4, Subdivision 2, Table 4 (Planning Regulation 2017) Development application for a material change of use within 25m of a state controlled road
	On 20 July 2022 SARA responded with a decision notice and conditions.
	2. PUBLIC NOTIFICATION
	As the development is impact assessable public notification was carried out accordance
	with the Planning Act (2016) from 27 July to 17 August 2022.
	The Notice of Compliance was received, dated 18 August 2022.
	Four submissions were received by Council, two properly made and two not properly made.
	3. PROPOSAL
	The application proposed an air services facility on the subject site in the form of a helipad behind the existing house and shed (Refer Figure 1).
	The proposed helipad will include a 400m2 shed as well as 2500 litres of on-site fuel storage.
	The proposed helipad will function 3 days a week from 6am to dusk. However, no information has been provided with respect to the likely frequency of take-offs and landings.
	Figure 1: Site Plan
	The proposed helipad includes
	4. SITE EVALUATION
	The subject site is a Rural residential allotment 1.01 Ha in area, presently containing a dwelling house and shed (Refer figure 2)
	Figure 2: View of Subject site from Hann Highway
	The subject site is located within the Rural Residential Zone (Refer figure 3)
	Figure 3: Zoning
	The subject site is surrounded by other rural residential properties. Including a number of dwelling houses in close proximity to the proposed Helipad (Refer Figure 4)
	Figure 4: Surrounding Dwellings With Distance from Proposed Helipad
	5. FRAMEWORK FOR ASSESSMENT
	Categorising Instruments for Statutory Assessment
	For the Planning Act 2016, the following Categorising Instruments may contain Assessment Benchmarks applicable to development applications:
	 the Planning Regulation 2017
	 the Planning Scheme for the local government area
	 any Temporary Local Planning Instrument
	 any Variation Approval
	Of these, the planning instruments relevant to this application are discussed in this report.
	5.1 Assessment Benchmarks Pertaining to the Planning Regulation 2017
	5.1.1 State Planning Policy
	The State Planning Policy identifies the following aspects as applicable to the subject site:
	 State Controlled Road (Addressed in SARA Referral)
	Notwithstanding, the Shire of Flinders Planning Scheme 2017 confirms that the State Planning Policy requirements are appropriately reflected within the Scheme, and no further assessment is required.
	5.2 Assessment Benchmarks Pertaining to the Planning Scheme
	The following sections relate to the provisions of the Shire of Flinders Planning Scheme 2007.
	5.2.1 Strategic Framework
	Assessment of the proposed use against the Strategic Framework indicates that the proposed Air services use is contrary to the Intent of a number of Strategic and Specific Outcomes in particular:
	3.3.3 Element 2 – Safety and Amenity
	3.3.3.1 Strategic Outcomes
	1. Development achieves a high standard of design and liveability.
	2. Development ensures the amenity and safety of the local area is preserved.
	3. Flinders Shire provides safe and comfortable environments to live in, work and visit.
	4. Industrial areas are located appropriately with respect to managing off-site impacts and reducing reverse amenity.
	5. Further development of the road and transport network improves safety and amenity.
	6. The risks from natural hazards are managed.
	3.4.4 Element 3 Industry
	3.4.4.1 Strategic Outcomes
	1. The development of new industrial activities within Hughenden and the villages supporting and contributing to the growing economy of the Shire.
	2. The development of industrial activities in appropriate locations is encouraged.
	3. The attraction of new industrial activities is supported by the provision of adequate, easily serviced and appropriately zoned land.
	4. Industrial activities are located to avoid impacts on the safety and amenity of sensitive land uses.
	5. The viability of industrial activities is protected from the encroachment of incompatible uses.
	6. Appropriately designed and located industrial activities may be supported in the Rural zone where ancillary and complementary to rural activities.
	3.4.4.2 Specific outcomes and land use strategies
	5.2.2 Planning Scheme Codes
	(a) Rural Residential Zone code
	The development is inconsistent with the purpose and overall outcomes on the Rural Residential Zone Code, in particular, the following Overall Outcome:
	(1) Development maintains and enhances rural residential amenity and does not result in adverse impacts from, noise, dust, odour, lighting and other locally specific impacts.
	Applicant Response
	Refer Response to Strategic framework LS2.1 above
	Council comment
	The proposed air services will constitute a potentially high impact infrastructure activity within a Rural Residential area without sufficient justification for the location given the close proximity of the airport.
	The application has provided no data with respect to the likely frequency of flights nor any data to demonstrate that the amenity of the local area will not be significantly impacted. For example, data with respect to the acoustic impact of each fligh...
	(b) Industry and Infrastructure Activities Code
	The development is inconsistent with the purpose and overall outcomes on the Industry and Infrastructure Activities Code, in particular, the following Overall Outcomes:
	(1) Development is of a type, scale and intensity compatible with its location and nearby land uses.
	(2) Development occurs only on land that is suited to the development and operation of industry and Infrastructure activities.
	(3) Industry and Infrastructure activities are adequately separated from sensitive land uses, and land located in the General residential zone and Rural residential zone to minimise the likelihood of environmental harm occurring.
	(4) Industry and Infrastructure activities maintain safety to people and natural features.
	(5) Development contributes to a high standard of amenity on–site and off-site.
	Applicant Response
	Refer Response to Strategic framework LS2.1 above
	Council Comment – Response to each overall outcome
	Council Response - Overall Outcomes (1) – (3) and (5)
	The proposed air services will constitute a potentially high impact infrastructure activity within a Rural Residential area without sufficient justification for the location given the close proximity of the airport.
	The application has provided no data with respect to the likely frequency of flights nor any data to demonstrate that the amenity of the local area will not be significantly impacted. For example, data with respect to the acoustic impact of each fligh...
	The development is not considered compatible with the location given the lack of separation to sensitive receptors (houses).
	There are 4 houses within 150m and one within 50m.
	Council Response - Overall Outcome (4)
	A commercial helipad within 150m of four neighbouring houses with the closest being within 50m presents profound safety concerns with no attempt in the application to address this.
	Assessment against the performance and acceptable outcomes of the Industry and Infrastructure Activities Code
	(c)  Major infrastructure overlay code
	The application has been assessed against the provisions of the Major Infrastructure Overlay Code and is considered consistent.
	(d)  Flood Hazard overlay code
	The applicant has not attempted to address the flood hazard overlay code. In addition, no plans with respect to the design of the proposed shed and helicopter pad have been provided which can be used to assess against the Code.
	In particular:
	 Any indication whether construction of the shed and helipad require any filling or excavation.
	 Demonstration the structures will not impede flood flow or negatively impact neighbouring properties (PO1 and PO2 table 8.2.3.2).
	6. SUBMISSION SUMMARY
	A total of four submission were received, two properly made and two not properly made, these submissions are summarised as follows:
	The following table provides a summary and assessment of the issues raised by submitters. The applicant has submitted a response to the issues raised in the submissions dated 7 September 2022.
	The table below summarises the issues, including the applicant’s and Council’s response.
	7. STATEMENT OF REASONS
	The subject application for Air Services (Helipad) has triggered Impact Assessment in the Rural Residential Zone in accordance with Table 5.5.9
	Pursuant to the Planning Act 2016, assessment of the Development Application for a Development Permit for Material Change of Use - Air Services (Helipad) at 13 Hann Highway, Hughenden, described as Lot 4 on RP738733 has indicated that it does not comp...
	1) The development is inconsistent with the Strategic Framework - 3.3.3, Element 2 – Safety and Amenity – Specific Outcome – 01 in that the development:
	(a) Is incompatible with the rural residential use of the area by virtue of introducing an infrastructure activity with a high level of likely amenity impact as well as safety risks.
	(b) Is inconsistent with Purpose and Overall Outcomes of the Rural Residential Zone.
	2) The development is inconsistent with the Strategic Framework - 3.3.3, Element 2 –  Safety and Amenity – Specific Outcome – 02 in that the development will have significant negative impact on the local amenity due to the noise of helicopter take-off...
	3) The development is inconsistent with the Strategic Framework - 3.4.4 Element 3 Industry – Specific Outcome – 01 in that the development does not make sufficient provision for appropriate separation distances and/or appropriate buffers to sensitive ...
	4) The development is inconsistent with the purpose and overall outcomes of the Rural Residential Zone Code, in particular, Overall Outcome (1) in that the development will undermine local rural residential amenity due to adverse impacts from, noise a...
	5) The proposed Air Services (helipad) activity is inconsistent with the purpose and overall outcomes of the Industry and Infrastructure Activities Code, in that the development:
	(1) Is of a type, scale and intensity incompatible with its location and nearby land uses.
	(2) Is proposed on land in the Rural Residential Zone which is unsuited to the development and operation of industry and Infrastructure activities.
	(3) Lacks adequate separation from sensitive land uses
	(4) Presents unacceptable risks for nearby sensitive land uses.
	(5) Will undermine amenity on–site and off-site.
	6)   The proposal does not comply with the Performance Outcome PO3 of the Industry and Infrastructure Activities Code Table 9.3.4.1, in that the development:
	(a) Is likely to cause significant noise impacts three days a week on multiple occasions each day (unspecified frequency) up to 10 minutes or more each landing. This is to an extent which is considered beyond which is acceptable for the Rural Resident...
	(b) The air movement from helicopter landings and take-off are likely to produce significant amounts of dust, which is likely to affect neighbouring properties.
	(c) A 1.8m acoustic fence is unlikely to provide significant acoustic mitigation for neighbouring properties
	7) The applicant has not demonstrated compliance with the Flood Hazard Overlay Code.
	8) The applicant has not demonstrated sufficient grounds to support the proposed development despite the abovementioned conflicts.
	9) The applicant has not demonstrated a need for Air Services on the subject site in the rural Residential Zone, given the close proximity of Hughenden Airport (approx. 3km away by road)
	10) The proposed development could not otherwise be conditioned to achieve compliance with the abovementioned conflicts.
	RECOMMENDATION:
	1. That Council refuse the Material Change of Use application involving Air Services (Helipad) at 13 Hann Highway, Hughenden, described as Lot 4 on RP738733.
	2. That Decision Notices be issued in accordance with s63 of the Planning Act 2016 to the Applicant, submitter/s and referral agencies.
	Frank Andrews
	Andrews Town Planning
	September 2022


	2.02 CORPORATE AND FINANCE SERVICES
	2.02.01  FINANCIAL REPORT
	2.02.02 PROCUREMENT POLICY AND PROCUREMENT PROCEDURE
	Background – Council has previously developed a procurement policy and procedures to expand on the legislative requirements as set out in the Local Government Act 2009 and the Local Government Regulations 2012. These are idiosyncratic and reflect Coun...
	Amended Policies:
	 Procurement Policy
	 Procurement Procedure
	Officers Recommendation – That Council adopt the following policy and procedure, as presented:
	 Procurement Policy
	 Procurement Procedure

	2.02.03 FM RADIO 87.6
	Background – Council is in the process of reviewing the FM Radio contracts for the Shire. The current contract for FM 87.6 was executed on 03 July 1998 with Western Visitor Radio for the purpose of TAB Radio for broadcasting horse racing. A search of ...
	There is opportunity that FM Radio 87.6 could be utilised to broadcast other stations that would be of benefit to the entire Shire community and cease broadcasting TAB horse racing as ABC Radio currently provided this broadcasting.
	Officer’s Recommendation – For Council discussion.

	2.02.04 QUEENSLAND AUDIT OFFICE – 2022 INTERIM REPORT
	Appendix 2.02.04
	Background – Under Section 213 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 Council must present a copy of the Interim Report for the financial year ending 30 June 2022, detailing results of interim work performed to 30 April 2022, as received from Queensl...
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council receive and note the 2022 Interim Report received from the Queensland Office, as presented.


	2.03 ENGINEERING
	2.03.01 TENDER – 102.2022.5 – PRE-QUALIFIED SUPPLIERS OF GRAVEL AND OTHER RELATED PRODUCTS
	Background – Tender 102.2022.5 closed on 6 July 2022. Three tenders were received on Vendorpanel. The summary of the tenders will be tabled at the meeting.
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council receive and note the list of the Tenders, as presented by the Director of Engineering and authorise the Chief Executive Officer to enter into a contract with the contractors that are recommended in the report.

	2.03.02 GRID SUBSIDY
	Background – Council advertised the Shire Grid Upgrade/Replacement Subsidy Program which closed on Tuesday, 23 August 2022. We have received 13 applications wanting to upgrade/replace 13 grids in total. The list of applications received are below:
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council receive and note the list of the applications as presented and authorise the Director of Engineering to notify the applicants about the outcome and complete the works as per the Council Policies and Procedures.

	2.03.03 VEHICLE CONCRETE CROSSOVER SUBSIDY PROGRAM
	Background – Council advertised the Vehicle Concrete Crossover Subsidy Program which closed on Tuesday, 23 August 2022. We have received two applications. The list of applications received is below:
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council receive and note the list of the applications as presented and authorise the Director of Engineering to notify the applicants about the outcome and complete the works as per the Council Policies and Procedures.


	2.04 COMMUNITY SERVICES AND WELLBEING
	2.04.01 COMMUNITY QUICK RESPONSE DONATIONS
	Background – The objectives of the Flinders Shire Council’s Community Quick Response Donations Program, is designed to build relationships with community organisations to provide benefits to the Flinders Shire residents and visitors by ensuring Flinde...
	This program aims to support community organisations in Flinders Shire by:
	 Providing mentoring opportunities to community organisations to strengthen their organisation;
	 Promoting community awareness and value of cultural and community events and festivals;
	 Enhancing the profile and appeal of the region and attracting new visitors to the region by a diverse events and festivals program;
	 Facilitating community interaction and stakeholder relationships with Flinders Shire Council;
	 Generating local economic activity and development
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council approve the applications as presented above.

	2.04.02 COUNCIL CONTRIBUTION TO SPORTING EXCELLENCE
	Background – The Quick Response Contribution to Sporting Excellence is a program to help foster and support our local participations in representational sports.  The program is to assist with costs associated with attending events.
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council approve the applications as presented above.



	3. CLOSED BUSINESS
	That Council close the meeting to the public at under section 254J Local Government Regulations 2012.

	4. PROPOSED MEETING CALENDAR
	The meeting closed at
	_____________________
	Jane McNamara
	Mayor
	Flinders Shire Council


	2.01.01
	2.01.02
	2.01.03
	2.01.04
	2.01.05
	scan.
	scan

	2.01.07
	2.01.09
	2.02.01
	2.02.04

	20220922 - Flinders Council - Confirmed Minutes - CPSB Extract.pdf
	Minutes
	1. OPENING BUSINESS
	Cr Jane McNamara (Mayor) opened the meeting with the Council Prayer
	Lord,
	Please guide and direct us,
	In that the decisions to be made,
	Will be for the benefit,
	Of our whole community
	Amen
	1.1 PRESENT
	Councillors
	Mayor Jane McNamara
	Kim Middleton
	Kelly Carter
	Clarence Haydon
	Nicole Flute
	Arthur Bode
	Trevor Mitchell
	Staff
	Hari Boppudi - Chief Executive Officer
	Andrew Nunn - Director of Engineering
	Melanie Wicks – Director of Corporate & Financial Services
	Raechelle Denne – Executive Support Officer (Relieving)
	School Students

	1.2 APOLOGIES
	1.3 LEAVE OF ABSENCE
	1.4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
	That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held 16 August 2022 be taken as read and signed as correct.

	1.5 OBLIGATIONS OF COUNCILLORS
	1.5.1 Prescribed Conflict of Interest - Sections 150EG, 150EH & 150EI Local Government Act 2009
	1.5.2 Declarable Conflict of Interest - Section 150EN Local Government Act 2009
	1.5.3 Procedure if no Quorum for Deciding Matter because of Prescribed Conflicts of Interest of Declarable Conflicts of Interest – Section 150EU Local Government Act 2009
	(1) This section applies in relation to a meeting if:
	(a) a matter in which 1 or more councillors have a prescribed conflict of interest or Declarable Conflict of Interest is to be decided at the meeting; and
	(b) there is less than a quorum remaining at the meeting after any of the councillors mentioned in paragraph (a) leave, and stay away from, the place where the meeting is being held.
	(2) The local government must do 1 of the following:
	(a) delegate deciding the matter under section 257, unless the matter cannot be delegated under that section;
	(b) decide, by resolution, to defer the matter to a later meeting;
	(c) decide, by resolution, not to decide the matter and take no further action in relation to the matter.
	(3) The local government must not delegate deciding the matter to an entity if the entity, or a majority of its members,   have personal interests that are, or are equivalent in nature to, a prescribed conflict of interest or Declarable Conflict of In...
	(4) A councillor does not contravene section 150EK(1), 150EM(2), 150EQ(2)(a) or (3)(a) or 150ES(5) by participating in a decision, or being present while the matter is discussed and voted on, for the purpose of delegating the matter or
	making a decision under subsection (2)(b) or (c).
	1.5.4 Closed Meeting Discussion Items – Section 254J Local Government Regulation 2012
	Council and standing committee meetings may resolve that a meeting be closed to the public if its Councillors consider it necessary to discuss any of the following matters:

	1.6 PETITIONS
	Nil

	1.7 CONDOLENCES
	1.8 RECOGNITIONS
	Nil

	1.9 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
	1.10 COUNCILLOR MEETING ATTENDANCE

	2. REPORTS
	2.01 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
	Attendance - In accordance with Section 150EW and 150EX of the ULocal Government Act 2009 UMayor Jane McNamara informed Council that she has a potential Declarable Conflict of Interest to item 2.01.10 titled Development Application – Blue Dog Developm...
	Mayor Jane McNamara advised Council that due to the distance of relationship that she does not consider herself to have a Declarable Conflict of Interest and asked Council for her to remain in the room to chair the meeting.
	Councillors considered the matter and agreed that Mayor Jane McNamara could remain in the room to chair the meeting and be involved in discussions and decisions relating to agenda item 2.01.10.
	2.01.10 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION – BLUE DOG DEVELOPMENTS PTY LTD
	Background -
	FILE:    FSC95
	RP DESCRIPTION:  LOT 4 ON RP738733
	PROPERTY LOCATION: 13 HANN HIGHWAY HUGHENDEN
	PROPOSAL: DEVELOPMENT PERMIT: MATERIAL CHANGE OF USE: AIR SERVICES
	APPLICANT:   BLUE DOG DEVELOPMENTS PTY LTD
	C/- BRAZIER MOTTI
	OWNERS:   PHILIP THOMAS WELLS AND KERRY LEE WELLS
	SUBMISSIONS:                       FOUR
	NOTICE OF COMPLIANCE: 18 AUGUST 2022
	COMMENT:
	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
	Council is in receipt of application for a Development Permit for a Material Change of use involving Air Services (Helipad) at 13 Hann Highway, Hughenden, described as Lot 4 on RP738733.
	The proposed Air Services triggers Impact Assessment under the Shire of Flinders Planning Scheme 2017. The application was publicly notified from 27 July to 17 August 2022 in accordance with the Planning Act 2016. Four submissions were received.
	The proposed development has not demonstrated compliance with the relevant provisions of the planning scheme through the submitted material within the application. As such, it is recommended that Council refuse the proposed Air Services (Helipad) at 1...
	1. REFERRAL TO THE STATE ASSESSMENT AND REFEREERAL AGENCY (SARA)
	The application was referred to the State Assessment and Referral Agency (SARA) on 29 June 2022, based on the following trigger:
	 Schedule 10, Part 9, Division 4, Subdivision 2, Table 4 (Planning Regulation 2017) Development application for a material change of use within 25m of a state controlled road
	On 20 July 2022 SARA responded with a decision notice and conditions.
	2. PUBLIC NOTIFICATION
	As the development is impact assessable public notification was carried out accordance
	with the Planning Act (2016) from 27 July to 17 August 2022.
	The Notice of Compliance was received, dated 18 August 2022.
	Four submissions were received by Council, two properly made and two not properly made.
	3. PROPOSAL
	The application proposed an air services facility on the subject site in the form of a helipad behind the existing house and shed (Refer Figure 1).
	The proposed helipad will include a 400m2 shed as well as 2500 litres of on-site fuel storage.
	The proposed helipad will function 3 days a week from 6am to dusk. However, no information has been provided with respect to the likely frequency of take-offs and landings.
	Figure 1: Site Plan
	The proposed helipad includes
	4. SITE EVALUATION
	The subject site is a Rural residential allotment 1.01 Ha in area, presently containing a dwelling house and shed (Refer figure 2)
	Figure 2: View of Subject site from Hann Highway
	The subject site is located within the Rural Residential Zone (Refer figure 3)
	Figure 3: Zoning
	The subject site is surrounded by other rural residential properties. Including a number of dwelling houses in close proximity to the proposed Helipad (Refer Figure 4)
	Figure 4: Surrounding Dwellings With Distance from Proposed Helipad
	5. FRAMEWORK FOR ASSESSMENT
	Categorising Instruments for Statutory Assessment
	For the Planning Act 2016, the following Categorising Instruments may contain Assessment Benchmarks applicable to development applications:
	 the Planning Regulation 2017
	 the Planning Scheme for the local government area
	 any Temporary Local Planning Instrument
	 any Variation Approval
	Of these, the planning instruments relevant to this application are discussed in this report.
	5.1 Assessment Benchmarks Pertaining to the Planning Regulation 2017
	5.1.1 State Planning Policy
	The State Planning Policy identifies the following aspects as applicable to the subject site:
	 State Controlled Road (Addressed in SARA Referral)
	Notwithstanding, the Shire of Flinders Planning Scheme 2017 confirms that the State Planning Policy requirements are appropriately reflected within the Scheme, and no further assessment is required.
	5.2 Assessment Benchmarks Pertaining to the Planning Scheme
	The following sections relate to the provisions of the Shire of Flinders Planning Scheme 2007.
	5.2.1 Strategic Framework
	Assessment of the proposed use against the Strategic Framework indicates that the proposed Air services use is contrary to the Intent of a number of Strategic and Specific Outcomes in particular:
	3.3.3 Element 2 – Safety and Amenity
	3.3.3.1 Strategic Outcomes
	1. Development achieves a high standard of design and liveability.
	2. Development ensures the amenity and safety of the local area is preserved.
	3. Flinders Shire provides safe and comfortable environments to live in, work and visit.
	4. Industrial areas are located appropriately with respect to managing off-site impacts and reducing reverse amenity.
	5. Further development of the road and transport network improves safety and amenity.
	6. The risks from natural hazards are managed.
	3.4.4 Element 3 Industry
	3.4.4.1 Strategic Outcomes
	1. The development of new industrial activities within Hughenden and the villages supporting and contributing to the growing economy of the Shire.
	2. The development of industrial activities in appropriate locations is encouraged.
	3. The attraction of new industrial activities is supported by the provision of adequate, easily serviced and appropriately zoned land.
	4. Industrial activities are located to avoid impacts on the safety and amenity of sensitive land uses.
	5. The viability of industrial activities is protected from the encroachment of incompatible uses.
	6. Appropriately designed and located industrial activities may be supported in the Rural zone where ancillary and complementary to rural activities.
	3.4.4.2 Specific outcomes and land use strategies
	5.2.2 Planning Scheme Codes
	(a) Rural Residential Zone code
	The development is inconsistent with the purpose and overall outcomes on the Rural Residential Zone Code, in particular, the following Overall Outcome:
	(1) Development maintains and enhances rural residential amenity and does not result in adverse impacts from, noise, dust, odour, lighting and other locally specific impacts.
	Applicant Response
	Refer Response to Strategic framework LS2.1 above
	Council comment
	The proposed air services will constitute a potentially high impact infrastructure activity within a Rural Residential area without sufficient justification for the location given the close proximity of the airport.
	The application has provided no data with respect to the likely frequency of flights nor any data to demonstrate that the amenity of the local area will not be significantly impacted. For example, data with respect to the acoustic impact of each fligh...
	(b) Industry and Infrastructure Activities Code
	The development is inconsistent with the purpose and overall outcomes on the Industry and Infrastructure Activities Code, in particular, the following Overall Outcomes:
	(1) Development is of a type, scale and intensity compatible with its location and nearby land uses.
	(2) Development occurs only on land that is suited to the development and operation of industry and Infrastructure activities.
	(3) Industry and Infrastructure activities are adequately separated from sensitive land uses, and land located in the General residential zone and Rural residential zone to minimise the likelihood of environmental harm occurring.
	(4) Industry and Infrastructure activities maintain safety to people and natural features.
	(5) Development contributes to a high standard of amenity on–site and off-site.
	Applicant Response
	Refer Response to Strategic framework LS2.1 above
	Council Comment – Response to each overall outcome
	Council Response - Overall Outcomes (1) – (3) and (5)
	The proposed air services will constitute a potentially high impact infrastructure activity within a Rural Residential area without sufficient justification for the location given the close proximity of the airport.
	The application has provided no data with respect to the likely frequency of flights nor any data to demonstrate that the amenity of the local area will not be significantly impacted. For example, data with respect to the acoustic impact of each fligh...
	The development is not considered compatible with the location given the lack of separation to sensitive receptors (houses).
	There are 4 houses within 150m and one within 50m.
	Council Response - Overall Outcome (4)
	A commercial helipad within 150m of four neighbouring houses with the closest being within 50m presents profound safety concerns with no attempt in the application to address this.
	Assessment against the performance and acceptable outcomes of the Industry and Infrastructure Activities Code
	(c)  Major infrastructure overlay code
	The application has been assessed against the provisions of the Major Infrastructure Overlay Code and is considered consistent.
	(d)  Flood Hazard overlay code
	The applicant has not attempted to address the flood hazard overlay code. In addition, no plans with respect to the design of the proposed shed and helicopter pad have been provided which can be used to assess against the Code.
	In particular:
	 Any indication whether construction of the shed and helipad require any filling or excavation.
	 Demonstration the structures will not impede flood flow or negatively impact neighbouring properties (PO1 and PO2 table 8.2.3.2).
	6. SUBMISSION SUMMARY
	A total of four submission were received, two properly made and two not properly made, these submissions are summarised as follows:
	The following table provides a summary and assessment of the issues raised by submitters. The applicant has submitted a response to the issues raised in the submissions dated 7 September 2022.
	The table below summarises the issues, including the applicant’s and Council’s response.
	7. STATEMENT OF REASONS
	The subject application for Air Services (Helipad) has triggered Impact Assessment in the Rural Residential Zone in accordance with Table 5.5.9
	Pursuant to the Planning Act 2016, assessment of the Development Application for a Development Permit for Material Change of Use - Air Services (Helipad) at 13 Hann Highway, Hughenden, described as Lot 4 on RP738733 has indicated that it does not comp...
	1) The development is inconsistent with the Strategic Framework - 3.3.3, Element 2 – Safety and Amenity – Specific Outcome – 01 in that the development:
	(a) Is incompatible with the rural residential use of the area by virtue of introducing an infrastructure activity with a high level of likely amenity impact as well as safety risks.
	(b) Is inconsistent with Purpose and Overall Outcomes of the Rural Residential Zone.
	2) The development is inconsistent with the Strategic Framework - 3.3.3, Element 2 –  Safety and Amenity – Specific Outcome – 02 in that the development will have significant negative impact on the local amenity due to the noise of helicopter take-off...
	3) The development is inconsistent with the Strategic Framework - 3.4.4 Element 3 Industry – Specific Outcome – 01 in that the development does not make sufficient provision for appropriate separation distances and/or appropriate buffers to sensitive ...
	4) The development is inconsistent with the purpose and overall outcomes of the Rural Residential Zone Code, in particular, Overall Outcome (1) in that the development will undermine local rural residential amenity due to adverse impacts from, noise a...
	5) The proposed Air Services (helipad) activity is inconsistent with the purpose and overall outcomes of the Industry and Infrastructure Activities Code, in that the development:
	(1) Is of a type, scale and intensity incompatible with its location and nearby land uses.
	(2) Is proposed on land in the Rural Residential Zone which is unsuited to the development and operation of industry and Infrastructure activities.
	(3) Lacks adequate separation from sensitive land uses
	(4) Presents unacceptable risks for nearby sensitive land uses.
	(5) Will undermine amenity on–site and off-site.
	6)   The proposal does not comply with the Performance Outcome PO3 of the Industry and Infrastructure Activities Code Table 9.3.4.1, in that the development:
	(a) Is likely to cause significant noise impacts three days a week on multiple occasions each day (unspecified frequency) up to 10 minutes or more each landing. This is to an extent which is considered beyond which is acceptable for the Rural Resident...
	(b) The air movement from helicopter landings and take-off are likely to produce significant amounts of dust, which is likely to affect neighbouring properties.
	(c) A 1.8m acoustic fence is unlikely to provide significant acoustic mitigation for neighbouring properties
	7) The applicant has not demonstrated compliance with the Flood Hazard Overlay Code.
	8) The applicant has not demonstrated sufficient grounds to support the proposed development despite the abovementioned conflicts.
	9) The applicant has not demonstrated a need for Air Services on the subject site in the rural Residential Zone, given the close proximity of Hughenden Airport (approx. 3km away by road)
	10) The proposed development could not otherwise be conditioned to achieve compliance with the abovementioned conflicts.
	RECOMMENDATION:
	1. That Council refuse the Material Change of Use application involving Air Services (Helipad) at 13 Hann Highway, Hughenden, described as Lot 4 on RP738733.
	2. That Decision Notices be issued in accordance with s63 of the Planning Act 2016 to the Applicant, submitter/s and referral agencies.
	Frank Andrews - Andrews Town Planning - September 2022

	2.01.01  QUEENSLAND TREASURY CORPORATION
	Background – Letter received from Queensland Treasury Corporation advising Council that the University of Queensland’s School of Economics is launching new scholarship opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. They are asking Cou...
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council write to the Hughenden State School to raise the awareness of the Scholarship opportunities, enclosing a copy of the Queensland Treasury Corporation letter for their information.

	2.01.02  DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION – TELSTRA CORPORATION
	Background –
	DESCRIPTION:   LOT 1 ON UD41
	PROPERTY LOCATION: 3462 LUDGATE ROAD PRAIRIE
	PROPOSAL: MATERIAL CHANGE OF USE – TELECOMMUNICATION FACILITY
	APPLICANT:   TELSTRA CORPORATION
	C/- DOWNER EDI LIMITED
	OWNERS:   JODY MURRAY AND SCOTT MURRAY
	SUBMISSIONS:            N/A
	PROPERLY MADE:  25/07/2022
	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
	The application is seeking an approval of an application for a Material Change of
	Use – Telecommunication Facility.
	The proposed development is a telecommunications tower designed to reliable mobile phone services in the area. The proposed location is Uanda Station
	The proposed telecommunication tower will be a 20m high monopole mast topped by a 1.7m aerial. (Refer Figure 1). The proposed facility includes associated facilities and equipment at the base not exceeding 30m2 in area at the base of the tower.
	The proposed tower is to be located within a vacant area near an existing dwelling house (Refer Figure 2).
	Figure 1: Proposed Tower Elevation
	Figure 2: Location of Proposed Facility on Subject Site
	PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS
	The subject land is located in the Rural Zone.
	Material Change of Use for Telecommunication Facility is Code assessable.
	The following components of the Planning Scheme are considered as relevant to the assessment of this application:
	 Rural Zone Code.
	 Industry and Infrastructure Activities Code
	The application has been assessed against the above sections of the Flinders Shire Planning Scheme V1.1(2018) and is considered generally consistent.
	REFERRAL TO THE STATE ASSESSMENT AND REFEREERAL AGENCY (SARA)
	N/A
	PUBLIC NOTIFICATION
	N/A
	Recommendation - The development application for a Development Permit for a Material Change of Use – Telecommunication Facility on land described as Lot 1on UD41, situated at 3462 Ludgate Road, Prairie be approved subject to the following plans (Refer...
	Q117206 Sheet 1    dated 06 July 2022
	Q117206 Sheet 2    dated 06 July 2022
	Q117206 Sheet 3    dated 06 July 2022
	Q117206 Sheet 4    dated 06 July 2022
	and the attached conditions of approval (Attachment 2).
	Attachment 1 - Approved Plans
	Attachment 2 - Development Conditions
	Attachment 3 - Summary of Appeal Rights
	Attendance – Cr Clarence Haydon left the meeting for personal reasons at 10.22am.

	2.01.03  QUEENSLAND LOCAL GOVERNMENT GRANTS COMMISSION
	Background – The Queensland Local Government Grants Commission have advised Council that they will be attending the LGAQ 126th Annual Conference and is available for individual Council meetings on Monday 17 and Tuesday 18 October 2022.
	The topic for discussion at the meeting would be any aspect of Councils Assistance Grant and the meeting request must include a summary of our discussion topics and meeting attendees.
	Officer’s Recommendation – For Council discussion.
	Attendance – Cr Clarence Haydon returned to the meeting at 10.24am.

	2.01.04 LOCAL GOVERNMENT REMUNERATION COMMISSION
	Background – The Local Government Remuneration Commission is commencing the annual remuneration review process to determine the remuneration to be paid to Mayors, Deputy Mayors and Councillors from 01 July 2023. The Commission is inviting email submis...
	The Commission will also be available during the LGAQ 126th Annual Conference for a meeting with Council on Monday 17 October 2022 only, for deputations.
	Officer’s Recommendation – For Council discussion.

	2.01.05 LETTER FROM HAZEL KLEINAU – COMMONWEALTH POSTAL SAVINGS BANK
	Background – Letter received seeking Council’s support in relation to the establishment of a Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank.
	Officer’s Recommendation – For Council discussion.

	2.01.06 HOUSING GRANT PROGRAM POLICY
	Background – The Housing Grant Program Policy will be presented at Council Meeting for consideration by Council.
	Officer’s Recommendation – For Council discussion.
	Attendance – Cr Kelly Carter left the meeting for personal reasons at 10.38am and returned to the meeting at 10.42am.

	2.01.07 RIVERSIDE – APPOINTMENT OF CONTRACTOR
	Background – Tender assessment for the lease of Riverside Station, Hughenden has been completed by the Independent Review Panel. Recommendation Report presented for Council adoption.
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council receive and note the Recommendation Report and authorise the Chief Executive Officer to enter into a lease for the Tender Offer submitted by Page & Co Pty Ltd ATF the Page Family Trust, for first year rental of ...

	2.01.08 HUGHENDEN OFFSTREAM WATER STORAGE FACILITY – STAGE 1
	Background – The Hughenden Offstream Water Storage Facility has been a priority of Flinders Shire Council as an enabling project to support the ongoing development of irrigated cropping in the region and supplementation of the cattle industry for fodd...
	It is Council’s intention to seek Expressions of Interest (EOI) from Contractors for the construction of the proposed facility on Lot 164 on DG179. This involves the construction of a 7,000ML single cell embankment storage. State Government funding of...
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council authorise the Chief Executive Officer to commence the Expressions of Interest Process for the construction of the Hughenden Offstream Water Storage Facility on the land described as Lot 164 on DG179.

	2.01.09 STATE OF QUEENSLAND CONDOLENCE BOOK FOR HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
	Background – The Acting Deputy Director-General of the Department of State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning has advised Council that the official State of Queensland Condolence Book for Her Majesty The Queen is open with Buck...
	The Department has invited Council to adopt the State of Queensland Condolence Book in lieu of physical books and submit our Condolences via the online portal. Closing date for submissions is 9:00am on Friday 23 September 2022.
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council approve for the Mayor to submit an online submission to the State of Queensland Condolence Book for Her Majesty The Queen.
	Attendance – Hari Boppudi left the meeting for personal reasons at 10.52am.


	2.02 CORPORATE AND FINANCE SERVICES
	2.02.01  FINANCIAL REPORT
	Attendance – Hari Boppudi returned to the meeting at 10.56am.

	2.02.02 PROCUREMENT POLICY AND PROCUREMENT PROCEDURE
	Background – Council has previously developed a procurement policy and procedures to expand on the legislative requirements as set out in the Local Government Act 2009 and the Local Government Regulations 2012. These are idiosyncratic and reflect Coun...
	Amended Policies:
	 Procurement Policy
	 Procurement Procedure
	Officers Recommendation – That Council adopt the following policy and procedure, as presented:
	 Procurement Policy
	 Procurement Procedure

	2.02.03 FM RADIO 87.6
	Background – Council is in the process of reviewing the FM Radio contracts for the Shire. The current contract for FM 87.6 was executed on 03 July 1998 with Western Visitor Radio for the purpose of TAB Radio for broadcasting horse racing. A search of ...
	There is opportunity that FM Radio 87.6 could be utilised to broadcast other stations that would be of benefit to the entire Shire community and cease broadcasting TAB horse racing as ABC Radio currently provided this broadcasting.
	Officer’s Recommendation – For Council discussion.

	2.02.04 QUEENSLAND AUDIT OFFICE – 2022 INTERIM REPORT
	Background – Under Section 213 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 Council must present a copy of the Interim Report for the financial year ending 30 June 2022, detailing results of interim work performed to 30 April 2022, as received from Queensl...
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council receive and note the 2022 Interim Report received from the Queensland Office, as presented.


	2.03 ENGINEERING
	2.03.01 TENDER – 102.2022.5 – PRE-QUALIFIED SUPPLIERS OF GRAVEL AND OTHER RELATED PRODUCTS
	Background – Tender 102.2022.5 closed on 6 July 2022. Three tenders were received on Vendorpanel. The summary of the tenders will be tabled at the meeting.
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council receive and note the list of the Tenders, as presented by the Director of Engineering and authorise the Chief Executive Officer to enter into a contract with the contractors that are recommended in the report.

	2.03.02 GRID SUBSIDY
	Background – Council advertised the Shire Grid Upgrade/Replacement Subsidy Program which closed on Tuesday, 23 August 2022. We have received 13 applications wanting to upgrade/replace 13 grids in total. The list of applications received are below:
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council receive and note the list of the applications as presented and authorise the Director of Engineering to notify the applicants about the outcome and complete the works as per the Council Policies and Procedures.
	Attendance – Cr Clarence Haydon left the meeting for personal reasons at 11.26am and returned to the meeting at 11.27am

	2.03.03 VEHICLE CONCRETE CROSSOVER SUBSIDY PROGRAM
	Background – Council advertised the Vehicle Concrete Crossover Subsidy Program which closed on Tuesday, 23 August 2022. We have received two applications. The list of applications received is below:
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council receive and note the list of the applications as presented and authorise the Director of Engineering to notify the applicants about the outcome and complete the works as per the Council Policies and Procedures.


	2.04 COMMUNITY SERVICES AND WELLBEING
	2.04.01 COMMUNITY QUICK RESPONSE DONATIONS
	Background – The objectives of the Flinders Shire Council’s Community Quick Response Donations Program, is designed to build relationships with community organisations to provide benefits to the Flinders Shire residents and visitors by ensuring Flinde...
	This program aims to support community organisations in Flinders Shire by:
	 Providing mentoring opportunities to community organisations to strengthen their organisation;
	 Promoting community awareness and value of cultural and community events and festivals;
	 Enhancing the profile and appeal of the region and attracting new visitors to the region by a diverse events and festivals program;
	 Facilitating community interaction and stakeholder relationships with Flinders Shire Council;
	 Generating local economic activity and development
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council approve the applications as presented above.

	2.04.02 COUNCIL CONTRIBUTION TO SPORTING EXCELLENCE
	Background – The Quick Response Contribution to Sporting Excellence is a program to help foster and support our local participations in representational sports.  The program is to assist with costs associated with attending events.
	Officer’s Recommendation – That Council approve the applications as presented above.

	


	4. PROPOSED MEETING CALENDAR
	The meeting closed at 11.35am
	_____________________
	Jane McNamara
	Mayor
	Flinders Shire Council


	2.02.02
	1. OBJECTIVE
	2. DEFINITIONS
	Aggregation significant amounts are spent in aggregate on one supplier, or for one service, over time , this is done to achieve greater savings by leveraging this aggregate spend, rather than treating each discrete arrangement as a separate procuremen...
	Order splitting is the act of splitting purchase orders to avoid financial procurement thresholds of quotes or in any way attempting to split the full purchase cost across different or multiple requisitions or budget items.
	Variation refers to a financial deviation from the original contract value. Contract could be Council’s purchase order or an agreement signed by a delegated Council Officer. Variation procedures for contracts are as follows can be found in Council’s p...
	3. APPLICATION
	4. SOUND CONTRACTING PRINCIPLES
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	Quotes or tenders greater than $50,001 (ex GST)
	Quotes or tenders greater than $200,000 (ex GST) or more in a financial year or over the proposed term of the contractual arrangement. Procurements of this size are a large-sized contractual arrangement and should be undertaken using the default contr...
	4.6 Environmental Protection

	5. USE OF A PUBLIC NOTICE FOR PROCUREMENTS BELOW THE THRESHOLD
	6. SOLE SUPPLIER
	7. EMERGENCIES
	8. RELATED LEGISLATION
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